
ALLEGANY COUNTY BOARD OF LEGISLATORS 
REGULAR SESSION 

MAY 11, 2015 
 

**APPROVED ** 
 

CALL TO ORDER:  The regular meeting of the Board of Legislators was called to order at 
2:02 p.m. by Chairman Curtis W. Crandall. 

 
PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE TO THE FLAG:  The Pledge of Allegiance was led by United 

States Army Specialist Fifth Class David B. Fleming. 
 
INVOCATION:  The Invocation was given by Legislator Pullen. 
 
ROLL CALL:  14 Legislators Present:  Scott Burt, Curtis Crandall, Philip Curran, David 

Decker, Dwight Fanton, Karl Graves, Dwight “Mike” Healy, Theodore Hopkins, Charles 
Jessup, Kevin LaForge, Aaron McGraw, David Pullen, Debra Root, Norman 
Ungermann, Jr.  Absent:  Timothy O’Grady 

 
APPROVAL OF MINUTES: 
 
 The Board meeting minutes of April 27, 2015, were approved on a motion made by 
Legislator Graves, seconded by Legislator Healy, and carried. 
 
PRIVILEGE OF THE FLOOR: 
 
 Chairman Crandall read a proclamation declaring May 3 through May 9, 2015, as 
Western New York Armed Forces Week.  The Chairman mentioned a veteran named Bill 
Callahan who actively goes around to the counties to make sure that they recognize Western 
New York Armed Forces Week.  This is the 55th anniversary of the proclamation.   
 
 Chairman Crandall also mentioned that poppies were being sold by the American 
Legion to raise money for our disabled and injured veterans.   
 
 Chairman Crandall presented a certificate to David B. Fleming, former United States 
Army Specialist Fifth Class, in grateful appreciation of his service to our country.  Mr. 
Fleming’s service dates were from April 6, 1966, to January 8, 1968.  Following Basic 
Training at Fort Dix, NJ, assignments included:  Fort Lee, VA, Fort Devens, MA, and  (Fung 
Tao ) (in supply chain) Vietnam.  Commendations he received included:  National Defense 
Service Medal, Vietnam Campaign Medal with device, Vietnam Service Medal and 
Marksmanship Badge for the M-14 rifle.  Mr. Fleming led the Pledge of Allegiance to the Flag 
at the beginning of the meeting as part of the Veterans’ Honorary Pledge of Allegiance 
Program.  Mr. Fleming gave a brief family history of military service and thanked everyone for 
having him at the meeting.   
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 Representatives were present to answer questions regarding 2014 Annual Reports for 
the Following:  Social Services, Development, Planner, Planning Board, Tourism, IDA, and 
County Administrator.  
 
ACKNOWLEDGMENTS, COMMUNICATIONS, REPORTS, ETC.: 
 
 1. Report of Intrafund Transfers Approved by the County Administrator in April 
2015. 
 
 2. Report of Tax Bill Corrections Approved by the County Administrator in April 
2015. 
 
 3. Reminder that the Allegany Senior Foundation will be hosting their annual 
Swingin’ to the Oldies event to benefit the Meals-on-Wheels Program on Saturday, May 30, 
2015, at the Alfred State College Wellsville Activities Center.  
 
 4. Correspondence from Wellspring Ministries inviting Legislators to attend an 
open house and luncheon on Sunday, May 17. 
 
 5. The Belmont American Legion Auxiliary Post 808 has poppies for sale to benefit 
disabled Veterans. 
 
 6. Reminder that the Fair Board Appreciation Dinner is at 6 p.m. tomorrow 
(Tuesday, May 12). 
 
APPOINTMENTS: 
  
 Chairman Crandall appointed Jason Carmen and Ryan Paulsen to the HAZARD 
MITIGATION TEAM effective immediately to serve at his pleasure. 
 
PROCLAMATION: 
 
 Chairman Curtis Crandall, in a joint measure with the Chairmen from Cattaraugus, 
Chautauqua, Erie, Genesee, Niagara, Orleans, and Wyoming Counties, declared May 3 
through May 9, 2015, as Western New York Armed Forces Week. 
 
 Chairman Curtis W. Crandall declared May 8, 2015, as Wallace Higgins Day in 
Allegany County. 
 
 Chairman Curtis W. Crandall declared May 2015 as Foster Care Month in Allegany 
County. 
 
RESOLUTIONS: 
 

A motion was made by Legislator Graves and seconded by Legislator Root to table 
Resolution Intro. No. 115-15 (IMPOSITION OF A 1.5 PERCENT MONTHLY INTEREST 
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CHARGE FOR ANY AMOUNT OWED TO ALLEGANY COUNTY MORE THAN FORTY-
FIVE DAYS PAST DUE).  The motion to table was defeated following a roll call vote of 4 
Ayes, 10 Noes, 1 Absent (opposed:  Burt, Crandall, Curran, Decker, Fanton, Hopkins, 
Jessup, LaForge, Pullen, Ungermann). 

 
A motion was made by Legislator Graves, seconded by Legislator Fanton, and carried 

to grant Legislator LaForge permission to abstain from voting on Resolution Intro. No. 115-
15.   
  
RESOLUTION INTRO. NO. 115-15 (IMPOSITION OF A 1.5 PERCENT MONTHLY 
INTEREST CHARGE FOR ANY AMOUNT OWED TO ALLEGANY COUNTY MORE THAN 
FORTY-FIVE DAYS PAST DUE) was DEFEATED on a roll call vote of 3 Ayes, 10 Noes, 1 
Absent, and 1 Abstaining.  Voting No:  Crandall, Curran, Fanton, Graves, Healy, Hopkins, 
Jessup, McGraw, Pullen, Root).  Comments made relative to the proposed resolution 
included:   
 
Legislator Decker stated that he would be voting in favor of this.  He assumed the County had 
a policy like this in place.  All private businesses do.  He was shocked that the County did 
not.   
 
Legislator Burt stated that he appreciated the Treasurer’s opinion during caucus.  He will 
support because his constituents support this and he believes it is good business.   
 
Legislator Graves explained that the County Treasurer had concerns with implementing a 
policy like this at this time.  The Landfill will be closing and there are many different reasons 
for different organizations to owe the County money.  Legislator Graves then made a motion 
to have the Resolution tabled, which was defeated.   
 
Legislator Pullen stated that he was not going to support this.  He feels, “It’s a solution in 
search of a problem.”  He doesn’t feel there is any significant amount of money to gain and 
that it will be subject to change with the Landfill being an issue.  He agrees with the 
Treasurer’s recommendation to fully review this before it’s adopted.  He remarked that it’s not 
that he’s not anxious to generate revenue, he’s just concerned that it will cost more to do.   
 
Legislator Healy stated that he agreed with the intent of the Resolution, but felt the timing was 
not good.  He noted that they will be revisiting the overall policy in the next year or so and 
feels it’s best to wait.   
 
 

A motion was made by Legislator Graves, seconded by Legislator Curran, and carried 
to grant Legislator LaForge permission to abstain from voting on Resolution No. 113-15.   

 
RESOLUTION NO. 113-15 

 
DESIGNATION OF THE CROSSROADS WATERLINE PROJECT AND THE ALFRED 

CENTER FOR TECHNOLOGY TRANSFER (ACTT) PROJECT AS THIS YEAR’S TOP TWO 
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PROJECTS ON THE COUNTY’S U.S. ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT ADMINISTRATION 

(EDA) PRIORITY DESIGNATION LIST 
 

Offered by: Planning & Economic Development Committee 
 
 WHEREAS, the County maintains an annual list of projects for which U.S. Economic 
Development Administration (EDA) funding is sought, and 
 
 WHEREAS, this list is prioritized according to which projects the County deems are 
most critical for addressing economic development needs within the County, and 
 
 WHEREAS, the Crossroads Waterline Project remains the number one priority project 
on that list, and  
 
 WHEREAS, the NYS Route 417 East Waterline Project had previously held the 
second place position on that list, but no longer needs to be on the list as the project has 
received EDA funding, and 
 
 WHEREAS, Alfred University and Alfred State College are involved in a joint initiative 
to establish the Alfred Center for Technology Transfer (ACTT), and 
  
 WHEREAS, the ACTT Project is intended to identify technology opportunities; develop 
and/or assist in the development of manufacturing products and processes; provide business 
plan development services; help find local production facilities; provide back-office services; 
assist in access to venture capital, facility development and workforce preparation, and 
  
 WHEREAS, the Alfred Center for Technology Transfer (ACTT) Project appears to be 
able to meet EDA requirements, and 
  
 WHEREAS, this Board believes the ACTT Project has the potential to greatly enhance 
economic development efforts in the County and should replace the NYS Route 417 East 
Waterline Project on the annual list of projects for which U.S. Economic Development 
Administration (EDA) funding is sought, now therefore, be it 
  
 RESOLVED: 
  
 1. That the Allegany County Board of Legislators hereby endorses the designation 
of the Crossroads Waterline Project as the number one priority and the Alfred Center for 
Technology Transfer (ACTT) Project as the number two priority on the annual list of projects 
for which U.S. Economic Development Administration (EDA) funding is sought. 

 
 

 Moved by:  Mr. Hopkins Adopted:  Voice Vote 
 Seconded by:  Mr. Healy 
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RESOLUTION NO. 114-15 
 

RESOLUTION IN SUPPORT OF ESTABLISHNG STATEWIDE BENCHMARKS  
FOR MEASURING THE EFFICIENCY OF STATE AND  

LOCAL GOVERNMENTAL FUNCTIONS 
 

Offered by: Ways & Means Committee 

WHEREAS, New York has some of the highest taxes in the nation on real property, 
sales, income, gasoline, mortgages and cigarettes, and 

WHEREAS, New York has some of the most onerous regulations in the nation 
governing the conduct of business, and 

WHEREAS, New York cannot effectively compete with other states in attracting and 
retaining business due to its high taxes and onerous business regulations, and 

WHEREAS, New York has municipal governments serving densely populated urban 
regions as well as municipal governments serving sparsely populated rural regions, and 

WHEREAS, both the state of New York and local governments within New York need 
to be able to reduce costs by providing governmental services as efficiently as possible, and 

WHEREAS, one of the widespread tools used by private industry to successfully 
control and reduce costs is benchmarking, and 

WHEREAS, benchmarking the costs for various governmental services  would provide 
a valuable tool for controlling and reducing costs while also allowing government officials to 
make better decisions on a cost/benefit basis, and 

WHEREAS, there is currently no process in place in New York State for establishing 
statewide benchmarks for the cost of various governmental services, now therefore be it  

RESOLVED:    

1. That Allegany County hereby encourages enactment of state legislation 
directing that a study be made of the best means for the establishment and use of statewide 
benchmarks to assist state and local officials in providing governmental services in the most 
efficient and cost effective manner. 

 
2. That the results of such study be utilized to draft and enact legislation requiring 

the implementation of statewide benchmarking of common governmental functions. 
 
3. That the Clerk of this Board is directed to forward certified copies of this 

resolution to Governor Andrew M. Cuomo; Senator Catharine M. Young;  Assemblyman 
Joseph M. Giglio;  New York State Association of Counties; Inter-County Association of 
Western New York. 
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 Moved by:  Mr. Jessup Adopted:  Voice Vote 
 Seconded by:  Ms. Root  
 
 

RESOLUTION NO. 115-15 
 

APPROVAL OF GRANT APPLICATION FOR WORKFORCE INNOVATION 
OPPORTUNITY ACT ADULT AND DISLOCATED WORKER PROGRAM GRANT  

 
Offered by:  Planning & Economic Development and Ways & Means Committees 

 
 WHEREAS, Employment and Training is requesting approval to apply for grant money 
through the Workforce Innovation and Opportunity Act Adult and Dislocated Worker Program 
grant, and 
 
 WHEREAS, the funds would be used to continue to provide employment and training 
services to adult and dislocated workers in Allegany County, and 
 
  WHEREAS, if approved the grant is estimated to provide $340,000, now, therefore, 
be it 
 
 RESOLVED: 
 
 1. That the Employment and Training office is authorized to apply for a Workforce 
Innovation and Opportunity Act Adult and Dislocated Worker Program grant. 
 
 Moved by:  Mr. Hopkins Adopted:  Roll Call 
 Seconded by:  Mr. Curran 14 Ayes, 0 Noes, 1 Absent 
 
 

RESOLUTION NO. 116-15 
 

APPROVAL OF GRANT APPLICATION FOR WORKFORCE INNOVATION 
OPPORTUNITY ACT TITLE 1 YOUTH PROGRAM GRANT  

 
Offered by:  Planning & Economic Development and Ways & Means Committees 

 
 WHEREAS, Employment and Training is requesting approval to apply for grant money 
through the Workforce Innovation and Opportunity Act Title 1 Youth Program grant, and 
 
 WHEREAS, the funds would be used to continue to provide youth employment and 
training services in Allegany County, and 
 
  WHEREAS, if approved the grant is estimated to provide $136,000, now, therefore, 
be it 
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 RESOLVED: 
 
 1. That the Employment and Training office is authorized to apply for a Workforce 
Innovation and Opportunity Act Title 1 Youth Program grant. 
 
 Moved by:  Mr. Hopkins Adopted:  Roll Call 
 Seconded by:  Ms. Root 14 Ayes, 0 Noes, 1 Absent 
 
 

RESOLUTION NO. 117-15 
 

DESIGNATION OF CHAIRMAN AS THE CHIEF ELECTED OFFICIAL;  
APPROVAL OF MULTI-JURISDICTIONAL AGREEMENT;  

AUTHORIZING THE CHAIR TO EXECUTE THE AGREEMENT 
 

Offered by: Ways & Means Committee 

Pursuant to Section 107 [c] [1] [B] of the Workforce Innovation and  
Opportunity Act of 2014 

 
 WHEREAS, enactment of the Workforce Innovation and Opportunity Act of 2014 
superseded the Workforce Investment Act of 1998, and 

 WHEREAS, this Board wishes to continue the two-county Workforce Investment 
Board with Cattaraugus County in the form of a newly constituted Workforce Development 
Board as described under the Workforce Innovation and Opportunity Act of 2014, and 

 WHEREAS, under the Workforce Innovation and Opportunity Act of 2014, the chairs of 
the respective County legislatures of Allegany County and Cattaraugus County need to be 
designated as the Chief Elected Officials for purposes of entering into and implementing 
agreements in accordance with the Act, and 

 WHEREAS, the Chief Elected Officials must address issues surrounding the receipt of 
grants, the composition of and designation of a Workforce Development Board, the name of 
the Local Workforce Development Area and the designation of One Stop Services, now 
therefore, be it 

 RESOLVED: 

1. That the Chairman of this Board is hereby designated as the Chief Elected 
Official for Allegany County under the Workforce Innovation and Opportunity Act of 2014. 

 
2. That the Multi-Jurisdictional Chief Elected Officials Agreement between the 

respective Chairs of the Allegany and Cattaraugus County Legislatures is hereby approved. 
 

        3. That the Chairman of this Board is authorized to execute such agreement. 
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 Moved by:  Mr. Jessup Adopted:  Roll Call 
 Seconded by:  Mr. Fanton 14 Ayes, 0 Noes, 1 Absent 
 
 
AUDITS: 
 
 A motion was made by Legislator Jessup, seconded by Legislator Fanton, and carried, 
that the audits be acted upon collectively and by totals. 
 
 A motion was made by Legislator Jessup, seconded by Legislator Hopkins, and 
adopted on a roll call vote of 14 Ayes, 0 Noes, 1 Absent, that the audit of claims, totaling 
$2,649,854.27, including prepaid expenses, be approved for payment as recommended by 
the County Administrator.  (Allegany County’s Local Dollar Share of the NYS Medicaid 
Program paid year-to-date is $3,477,348.) 
 
COMMENTS: 
 

Chairman Crandall announced there would be a Committee of the Whole meeting 
following the Board meeting. 
 

Legislator Pullen announced that Cooperative Extension would be holding a special 
meeting on May 19 at 6 p.m.  The meeting will be held at the Catholic Church in Cuba.  
Members of Cooperative Extension will be voting on the future direction of the organization.  
He urged everyone to attend.  Every Allegany County resident is deemed a member and is 
eligible to vote.  The more who participate, the better the outcome.   

 
 Chairman Crandall remarked on the extremely busy day it was for Legislators on May 

8.  Wally Higgins was honored with a Congressional Gold Medal award, which was presented 
to him at a ceremony held at the Belmont Legion.  The event was so well attended, it was 
standing room only and unfortunately some people had to be turned away.  Additionally, 
Allegany County hosted the InterCounty Association of Western New York at Houghton 
College that same day.  It was a great day, but a busy day.   

 
Legislator Decker noted that May 8 was also the 87th annual Wellsville Chamber of 

Commerce Awards Dinner. 
 
Legislator Graves mentioned a solar workshop he was planning to attend in Buffalo.   

 
ADJOURNMENT:  The meeting was adjourned at 2:43 p.m. on a motion made by Legislator 

Graves, seconded by Legislator Root, and carried. 
 
 
 


