
BUDGET COMMITTEE 
JUNE 17, 2015 

 
** NOT APPROVED ** 

 

Committee Members Present: T. Hopkins, P. Curran, D. Fanton (Absent:  K. LaForge, T. 
O’Grady, C. Crandall) 

 
Others Present: M. Alger, H. Budinger, R. Christman, D. Decker, K. Graves, D. Healy, C. 

Knapp, B. Riehle, T. Ross, C. Santora 

Media Present:  No media present 

Call to Order: The meeting was called to order at 11:00 a.m. by Budget Committee Chairman 
Theodore Hopkins. 

Approval of Minutes 
A motion was made by Legislator Curran, seconded by Legislator Fanton, and carried to 

approve the Budget Committee minutes of May 20, 2015. 
Sales Tax Report 

 County Treasurer Terri Ross distributed the 2015 Allegany County Sales Tax Report 
reflecting receipts through June 17, 2015, totaling $8,362,409.76. Receipts for the current 
period indicate a small decrease (4.384 percent or $383,381.37) from one year ago for the 
same period. Ms. Ross indicated there would be a reconciliation for the first six months of the 
year on June 30. 
 
New Business 
 County Administrator Mitch Alger distributed several documents to the Committee 
members. The first was an article titled “Where States Get Their Money,” which delineated the 
mix of state revenue and how it varies among states. Additionally, Mr. Alger distributed two 
more graphic (visual) indicators of the data in the article mentioned above. New York State 
stands out as the state that gets more than 15 percent of its funds from local governments.  The 
average for the other 49, if NYS is included in the calculation, is 1.1 percent. If NYS is omitted 
from that calculation, the figure is .8 percent. The final document Mr. Alger distributed is an 
editorial, based on the article referenced above, which appeared on the Administrators’ listserv, 
and which, Mr. Alger believes, originated in Tompkins County. Mr. Alger said that the editorial 
echoes the thoughts of our own Board over the years that, among other issues, unfunded 
mandates wreak havoc on local governments and their budgets. In fact, according to the 
editorial, New York State local governments make “a particularly large contribution to health 
care costs incurred by Medicaid patients within their jurisdictions.” The Committee were in 
agreement that this information should be inserted in all Board members’ packets and be 
released to the local media as well.  
 
Good of the Order 
 Legislator Hopkins indicated that at next month’s Budget meeting, the Committee will 
want a six-month budget report from representatives of the “Big 5” Departments (Office for the 
Aging, Public Works, Department of Social Services, Sheriff’s Office, and Department of 
Health). Additionally, all other departments should submit a one-page six-month budget 
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summary in advance of the meeting to be included with the agenda. It was decided that the 
schedule for the upcoming 2016 Budget meetings would be determined at a later date. 
 
Adjournment 
 There being no further business to come before the Committee, the meeting was 
adjourned at 11:15 a.m. following a motion by Legislator Fanton, seconded by Legislator 
Curran, and carried. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
Cynthia Santora, Secretary to the Clerk of the Board 
Allegany County Board of Legislators 
 

 


