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Allegany Planning Board Minutes: December 16, 2015 
Present:  B. Ellis, Wm. Emrick, D. Foster, J. Gorton, L. Gridley, 
  L. Kaminski, J. Ninos, J. Stoltzfus, V. Perkins 
Excused: B. Fanton 
Guests: Kier Dirlam – Director of Planning 
Location: Crossroads Conference Center, Town of Angelica 
 
I. CALL TO ORDER: 
Chairman L. Gridley called the meeting to order at 7:03 PM. 
 
II. MINUTES: 
Minutes for November 18, 2015 were reviewed. Lee Gridley advised of a necessary change to the context contained 
within the Officers Nominating Committee report. On a motion by William Emrick and 2nd by Bob Ellis, the 
minutes from November 18, 2015 were reviewed and approved with cited amendment made. An amended 
copy shall be provided to the planning office following the conclusion of the meeting. 
 
III. NEW BUSINESS:  

A. NS Railroad Communication Tower Proposal: Kier Dirlam outlined correspondence, site/tower 
illustrations, and site maps as received from Angela Kappen, Cultural Resource Scientist with Golder 
Associates, Inc. on a proposed Positive Train Control (PTC) system Monopole Tower structure to be 
installed along the Norfolk Southern railway near the intersection of Co. Rt. 15B & St. Rt. 70 in the Burns 
Township. Following further review and discussion, on a motion by Dale Foster, and a 2nd by William 
Emrick, the ACPB approved the Norfolk Southern Tower Proposal with no comments. 
 

IV. OLD BUSINESS: 
None 

 
V. CORRESPONDENCE: 

None 
 
VI. REPORTS: 

A.) DEC Report: Kier Dirlam provided and reviewed the current Environmental Notice Bulletin for 
Allegany County. Contained within the packet was one (1). SPDES discharge permit from the Town 
of Friendship STP. 

B.) Intergovernmental Review Projects [IRP’S]: Kier Dirlam reported that there were no in-
county projects contained within the most recent IRP report. Kier further provided a review of 
projects filed within our neighboring counties including a rehabilitation project on the Olean 
Airport Main Hangar Doors in Cattaraugus County at $1,060,000; a Performance Partnership Grant 
Program through the NYSDEC at $12,500,000; a Great Lakes Restoration Initiative State Capacity 
LaMP, and an AOC with the NYSDEC at $3,450,000. 

C.) Southern Tier West Report: The next STW Regional Planning Board meeting is scheduled for 
Thursday, December 17th. 

D.) Community Planning: 
Town of Alma: Larry Kaminski provided a brief summary of the Town of Alma Community 
Development Organization’s last meeting on December 7th. Larry advised that Jack Wood provided 
a review on the final draft Town of Alma Comprehensive Plan. The plan is also anticipated to be 
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reviewed by the Alma Town Board in early 2016. Kier Dirlam added that the ACPB can also 
anticipate a review of this plan in the near future as well. 

E.) Continuing Education & Training: Kier Dirlam shared information on a grants workshop 
recently held last week. 

F.) Annual Dinner: Kier Dirlam advised that the ACPB Annual Dinner and Business Meeting shall 
be held on January 20, 2016 at Moonwinks in Cuba. Social hour will be from 6 until 7 with the 
dinner and business meeting directly following. Connie Sowards and Diana Smith from the MRB 
Group will also provide a presentation on the planning development process and recent plan 
development activity in the county. 

G.) Officers Nominating Committee: James Ninos and Dale Foster provided an update on ACPB 
officer nominations. Most position recommendations are set but one seat remains pending. 
Recommendations shall be ready for vote for the January meeting. Of additional note, ACPB 
meetings are planned to continue on the 3rd Wednesday of the month. 

H.) Planning & Economic Development Office Report/Updates: 
a. Crossroads Waterline: Kier Dirlam advised that this project has been split into two 

segments to allow for additional support through new funding opportunities that have been 
identified through the Dept. of Agriculture. 

b. Park and Ride Project: It is anticipated that federal approval shall be granted soon on the 
proposed Park & Ride site development project. Once federal approval is received, the 
county shall then be moving forward to solicit bids on site construction. The Park and Ride 
site will be located adjacent to the south side of the Allegany County Office for the Aging 
building in Belvidere. 

c. Business and Development: Brian Gamache is continuing to work with area realtors to 
develop an available commercial/retail/industrial use properties database: Kier also shared 
property listings that the db has been populated with so far. These listing shall also linked 
with realtor ML listings. Non realtor listings shall also be illustrated in the future but this 
portion of the project remains in development stages. Members were also requested to send 
any non-realtor property information to county planning office for inclusion. Map linking 
features are also being developed as well. This database has also been helpful when sharing 
real estate information with interests outside of our county. 

d. Area Workforce Conditions: Kier Dirlam shared that the latest county unemployment 
report illustrates that our rate has fallen to 4.8% in response to a growing job market within 
our region. The total unemployment figure is 1,137 currently unemployed listed in county. 
Bob Ellis also added that recent Dresser Ramp layoffs may drive this figure up. 

 
VII. GOOD OF THE ORDER 
Member spouse charges for the planning board annual dinner remain undetermined. It is anticipated that 
spouses will be charged but the cost shall be determined once other event charges are compiled. 
 
Bob Ellis indicated that the Eastwind Nursery has been purchased by the individual currently running the 
business and shall be diversifying business with additional services in the future.  
 
Lee Gridley thanked all board members for their service to the planning board and wished everyone a Merry 
Christmas and Happy Holidays. 

 
VIII. ADJOURNMENT:   
On a motion by Dale Foster and 2nd by William Emrick, the meeting was adjourned at 7:44 pm.  
 


