
 

RESOURCE MANAGEMENT COMMITTEE 
JANUARY 21, 2015 

 
** NOT APPROVED ** 

 

Committee Members Present: K. Graves, T. O’Grady, N. Ungermann, C. Crandall (Absent:   
D. Fanton, A. McGraw) 

Others Present: M. Alger, L. Ballengee, L. Bliven, H. Budinger, S. Burt, C. Cavagna, P. Curran, 
D. Decker, L. Edwards, L. Gridley, D. Healy, K. Hint, R. Hollis, T. Hopkins, C. Jessup, K. 
LaForge, T. Miner, D. Pullen, B. Riehle, D. Root, T. Ross, C. Santora, S. Torrey, J. 
Wood 

Media Present: D. Donohue, Olean Times Herald; B. Quinn, Wellsville Daily Reporter 

Call to Order: The meeting was called to order at 1:00 p.m. by Resource Management 
Committee Chairman Karl Graves. 

Approval of Minutes 
A motion was made by Legislator O’Grady, seconded by Legislator Ungermann, and 

carried to approve the Resource Management Committee minutes of December 17, 2014. 
 
Re-Appointment of Legislative Members to Soil & Water Conservation District Board: 

The Soil and Water Conservation District Board requested the reappointment of 
Theodore L. Hopkins of Fillmore and Karl Graves of Wellsville as Legislative Members of the 
Soil and Water Conservation District Board for a one-year term commencing January 1, 2015, 
and expiring December 31, 2015. There was some discussion regarding the appearance of 
impropriety by having a working farmer (Mr. Hopkins) on the Board. Legislator Hopkins assured 
the Committee that since he has been on the Board, he has not ever, nor does he plan to 
pursue, any grant funding for projects relevant to the Soil and Water Conservation District 
Board. Mr. Torrey told the Committee that the State requires farmers on the Board, and, thus, 
also requires strict reporting regarding the farmers’ abstaining from certain votes. The 
appointments were approved on a motion by Legislator O’Grady, seconded by Legislator 
Crandall, and carried. Prepare Resolution  

 
Appointment of County Grange Member to Soil & Water Conservation District Board: 
 The Allegany County Grange requested the appointment of James Wilcox of Almond to 
replace Curtis Rung as the County Grange appointee on the Soil and Water Conservation 
District Board for a three-year term commencing January 1, 2015, and expiring December 31, 
2017. The appointments were approved on a motion by Legislator O’Grady, seconded by 
Legislator Ungermann, and carried. Prepare Resolution 

 
County Historian 
Monthly Report 

County Historian Craig Braack was unable to attend the meeting. 

Soil & Water Conservation 
Monthly Report  

     Soil & Water Conservation Director Scott Torrey reviewed his report with the Committee. 
Highlights included that his office is doing a lot of paper work (“winter work”) at this time of year. 
So, currently, it is planning to begin construction projects in the spring with Round 20 funding. 
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The Governor announced that $12 million will be available for Round 21 of the Ag Non-Point 
Source Grant funding. Grant applications are due March 31, 2015. He plans to submit three 
applications. He noted that generally, one-half of all applications in the state are approved for 
funding, and that Allegany County has done well the last few years. He went on to say that 
using Finger Lakes-Lake Ontario Watershed Protection Alliance (FL-LOWPA) funds, Soil and 
Water will help sponsor an Equine Management Workshop at Alfred University. One of the 
bigger projects for 2015 will be getting the box culvert design work done for the FEMA-funded 
project on George Road in West Almond. He noted that annual reports are being completed at 
this time as well. He added that the job description has been finalized for a District Technician 
positon which will be filled shortly. Some questions arose about the position. Mr. Torrey noted 
that the job description needed to be brought up-to-date in order to reflect the current needs of 
his area. Additionally, it was noted that this position is not a County position. Legislator 
Ungermann suggested that, pursuant to conversations he had had with some people from 
Cornell University, Mr. Torrey should pursue funding that seems to be available for the 
installation of wood chip filters at the end of tile lines which seem to reduce nitrates by half. Mr. 
Torrey said he would do so. 

Youth Bureau  
Monthly Report 

     Youth Bureau Director Linda Edwards noted the highlights from her December report. 
These included the completion of the OCFS billing for agencies and town/village recreation 
programs. She noted that Allegany County was recognized as one of two counties that have a 
zero balance. She said that on February 9 and 10, she will be taking four (of five) Youth Board 
members to Albany for the Youth Leadership Forum. They will meet our representatives during 
that time, as well as tour parts of the capital and attend workshops. She noted that this has 
been budgeted for. Finally, she noted that the Sheriff’s Department will host the inaugural Dan 
Barkley Basketball Showcase on Saturday, January 24, at the Wellsville High School. (The 
event is named in memory of Barkley, who passed away due to a heart attack while making his 
rounds at the county jail in 2013.) There will be five games beginning at noon for an entrance 
fee of five dollars. Ten high school basketball teams from Allegany and Steuben counties will 
compete for bragging rights between the two counties. Proceeds will go toward high school 
students going on to college. Ms. Edwards added that there will be an athletes’ exhibit there 
which is similar to the prescription drug exhibit of last year. Other agencies will be there with 
educational information as well, she said. 

Cornell Cooperative Extension 
Monthly Report 

     Cornell Cooperative Extension Agriculture & Natural Resources Issue Leader Lynn 
Bliven turned this month’s update over to Colleen Cavagna, Cooperative Extension Community 
Educator.  She noted that her position falls under the “Ag Umbrella” which includes a variety of 
areas. Ms. Cavagna distributed information on the activities in her area, including a list of 2014 
programming conducted. Ms. Cavagna said that she has always worked with a two-pronged 
approach: working with Cornell University faculty who are doing the research which she then 
disseminates to locals who may need it. The second prong is our local people. Ms. Cavagna 
said she is always evaluating and polling locals to see what is needed/wanted.  Additionally, she 
included a summary of upcoming programs for the remainder of January (YardWorks: A 
Landscape Design Opportunity and Be Green Organic Yards New York & Child Safe Playing 
Field Act on January 29, and a Pastry Workshop, January 31). Ms. Cavagna introduced Kylie 
Hint, a BOCES intern who worked with children and created a 30-45-minute program for third 
graders on trees. The presentation was also given in local libraries over the summer and 
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included “nature walks” to allow participants identify leaves in their natural state. Subsequently, 
Ms. Bliven distributed the January 2015 edition of “Extension Connection” which highlights 
some of the program offerings. She went on to update the Committee on the diseases that are 
affecting swine. (She noted that a second, similar virus was also beginning to affect swine.) Ms. 
Bliven said that bio security and sanitation are key to stopping the spread of these diseases. 
When asked, she said that the diseases are reasonably in check at this time. 

Executive Session 
The Committee entered executive session to discuss the employment history of a 

particular corporation at 1:25 p.m. on a motion by Legislator O’Grady, seconded by Legislator 
Ungermann, and carried. The Committee exited executive session at 2 p.m. on a motion by 
Legislator Ungermann, seconded by Legislator O’Grady, and carried 
 
New Business 
New Forest Economy, Allegany County 

    Because the meeting had run overtime, there was little discussion regarding the New 
Forest Economy. It was determined, on a motion by Legislator Ungermann, seconded by 
Legislator O’Grady, to direct the County Attorney to look into the agreement that Cattaraugus 
County has with RC&D (Resource, conservation, and Development) as it relates to the New 
Forest Economy Project. Refer to County Attorney’s Office 

Adjournment 
There being no further business to come before the Committee, the meeting was adjourned 

at 2:03 p.m. following a motion by Legislator Ungermann., seconded by Legislator O’Grady, and 
carried. 

 
Respectfully submitted, 
Cynthia Santora, Secretary to the Clerk of the Board 
Allegany County Board of Legislators 



RESOURCE MANAGEMENT COMMITTEE 
FEBRUARY 18, 2015 

 
** NOT APPROVED ** 

 

Committee Members Present: K. Graves, T. O’Grady, C. Crandall (Absent: D. Fanton, A. 
McGraw, N. Ungermann) 

Others Present: L. Ballengee, L. Bliven, C. Braack, H. Budinger, S. Burt, P. Curran, D. Decker, 
K. Dirlam, L. Edwards, J. Foels, G. Hanchett,  D. Healy, R. Hollis, L. Hunsberger, C. 
Jessup, K. LaForge, T. Miner, D. Pullen, B. Riehle, T. Ross, C. Santora, F. Sinclair, R. 
Sobeck-Lynch , J. Wood 

 Guest: L. Shilling 

Media Present: B. Quinn, Wellsville Daily Reporter 

Call to Order: The meeting was called to order at 1:00 p.m. by Resource Management 
Committee Chairman Karl Graves. 

Approval of Minutes 
A motion was made by Legislator O’Grady, seconded by Chairman Crandall, and carried 

to approve the Resource Management Committee minutes of January 21, 2015. 
 

DEPARTMENTAL REPORTS 
 

County Historian 
Monthly Report 

County Historian Craig Braack told the Committee that he had little to report as he had 
been on vacation most of the month. He said that he had heard “scuttlebutt” that the old building 
would be coming down soon, and he was happy for that. He added that the new facility was 
coming along nicely. 

Soil & Water Conservation 
Monthly Report  

Soil & Water Conservation Executive Director Scott Torrey was unable to attend the 
meeting, but sent along a written report which included the following information: 

1. Program Updates:  
 Round 21 Ag Non-Point Source Grant 

- Grant application is due March 31, 2015 
- Currently meeting with farms to discuss grant projects. 

 FL-LOWPA  
- Finishing 2012-2013 FL-LOWPA grant. This closeout is due March 31, 

2015 
2. Technical Assistance:  

 Working on engineering for 2015  
 Working on soil group worksheets 

3. General 
 Annual reports for both the State and County have been completed. 

 
Youth Bureau  
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Monthly Report 

Youth Bureau Director Linda Edwards highlighted some areas on her pre-filed monthly 
report, including her attendance at the Allegany County Counselors’ Classic Basketball 
Tournament at Houghton College in January as well as at the Dan Barkley Basketball 
Showcase, also in January. The Youth Bureau was a sponsor of both events. On a 
disappointing note, Ms. Edwards said that the annual Youth Leadership Forum in Albany 
scheduled for February had been cancelled because of the weather. The students were 
disappointed, she said, but the parents were relieved that risky travel had been avoided. 
 
Youth Board Appointments 

At the February 23, 2015, Board meeting, the Chairman of the Board will appoint  the 
following as (adult) members of the Allegany County Youth Board for term expiring as listed, 
subject to confirmation by the Board of Legislators: 
 Jessica Jennings, District I, Re-Appointment, (term expiring March 25, 2018) 

Kelly Goble, District II, New Appointment, (term expiring March 25, 2018) 
 Jack Emrick, District III, Re-appointment, (term expiring March 25, 2018) 
 Michele Henry, District IV, Re-appointment, (term expiring March 25, 2018) 
 Vicky Westacott, District V, Re-appointment, (term expiring March 25, 2018) 
The appointments were approved on a motion by Legislator Graves, seconded by Legislator 
O’Grady, and carried. Prepare Resolution 

Cornell Cooperative Extension 
Monthly Report 
 Cornell Cooperative Extension Agriculture & Natural Resources Issue Leader Lynn 
Bliven distributed a document highlighting upcoming programs. These include Farm Disaster 
Preparation Certificate Training, the Annual Winter Grazing Conference in Western New York, 
and Winter Dairy Management 2015—Increase Milk Components Profitably. When asked how 
the extreme cold had affected the work of Cooperative Extension, Ms. Bliven noted that they are 
receiving more animal welfare calls than usual. However, she said, the site of herds in the fields 
covered in snow is a good thing. Because the snow is not melting on the animals, it means they 
are insulated from the cold. 
 
Attorney/Client Session  

The Committee entered attorney/client session at 1:10 p.m. on a motion by Legislator 
Graves, seconded by Chairman Crandall, and carried. The Committee exited attorney/client 
session at 1:45 p.m. on a motion by Legislator Graves, seconded by Chairman Crandall, and 
carried. 
 
New Business 
Radioactive Waste Disposal 
 Former Legislator Frederick Sinclair attended the meeting and distributed copies of the 
front pages of several recent studies regarding radioactive materials which provide sufficient 
information for those who are interested to “Google” the reports [“Technologically Enhanced 
Naturally Occurring Radioactive Materials (TENORM) Study Support for the Pennsylvania 
Department of Environmental Protection”; “Compendium of Scientific, Medical, and Media 
Findings Demonstrating Risks and Harms of Fracking [Unconventional Gas and Oil Extraction”, 
2nd edition; and “Radioactivity in Marcellus Shale”, Report Prepared for Residents for the 
Preservation of Lowman and Chemung]. Mr. Sinclair noted that the Allegany County Grange 
had submitted a resolution regarding Marcellus Shale Fracking Fluid which called for County 
lawmakers to pass legislation banning the importation of fracking fluid as well as requiring 
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treatment plants to clean up contamination at their facilities caused by radioactive waste. Noting 
that no representatives from the Grange were present, Mr. Sinclair, as Chairman of the 
Concerned Citizens of Allegany County (CCAC) presented the case for having Allegany County 
take an official stance against accepting this waste stream, saying that it has been 
“mischaracterized” and that he and his organization would like to see proper characterization of 
this waste because it has hazardous components. He also offered CCAC members who would 
work with County officials to look into these issues, to navigate through and find the pertinent 
data. Casella Regional Vice President Larry Shilling addressed the Committee, saying that if 
one were to review the Pennsylvania study (referenced above), the conclusions indicate that the 
drill cuttings are low, and not an issue. If one were to review the report co-authored by Marvin 
Resnikoff, PhD, he would want to consider the findings cautiously, as Dr. Resnikoff’s courtroom 
testimony has been removed from the record as an expert “because he makes up his own kind 
of science.” Mr. Shilling said his company has spent a lot of money trying to learn the truth 
about this, and it has been done in cooperation with the DEC. He also said they have voluntarily 
installed detectors, voluntarily required this kind of material to be profiled, and they do not 
exempt the gas and oil from the hazardous waste rules. He went on to say that the Hyland 
Landfill does not accept Pennsylvania “sludge” which is the material that causes detectors to go 
off. He insisted that Hyland does not accept hazardous waste, and in fact, has not accepted any 
oil or gas waste for over a year. Legislator Graves concluded the discussion by indicating that 
the Committee would take all these issues under advisement before moving forward with any 
decisions. 
 
Bioprocessing Education Research & Development Center (BERDC) 
 Chairman Crandall told the Committee that this issue is an ongoing follow-up to the 
presentation made to the Committee of the Whole. However, he felt it would be more beneficial 
if the entire Resource Management Committee were in attendance before any significant 
discussion and/or decisions were made. He added that earlier in the month he and Legislator 
Graves and County Administrator Mitch Alger had met in Albany with rep from governor’s office, 
Senate Finance,  Alfred State President Skip Sullivan, looking to move this project ahead 
looking at state funding, AC is certainly a partner (of many) that would be part of helping to 
make this project happen and this would take place at Wellsville Campus of Alfred State, there 
is interest regionally, outside of Allegany County, looking at potential commercial operation once 
the R&D piece is put into place at Alfred. Mr. Crandall went on to say that pursuant to a brief 
meeting with the Governor, he had sent a letter to the Governor’s Office. They had responded, 
looking for additional, detailed information. He added that we would continue to provide 
information to the Governor’s Office and that the topic would remain on the agenda to keep 
Committee members updated as the project progresses. 

Good of the Order 
Hazard Mitigation Meeting Minutes 
 These were included as an “FYI” for Committee members. 

Adjournment 
 There being no further business to come before the Committee, the meeting was 
adjourned at 2:03 p.m. following a motion by Legislator O’Grady, seconded by Chairman 
Crandall, and carried 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
Cynthia Santora, Secretary to the Clerk of the Board 
Allegany County Board of Legislators 



RESOURCE MANAGEMENT COMMITTEE 
MARCH 9, 2015 

SPECIAL MEETING 
 

** NOT APPROVED ** 
 

Committee Members Present: K. Graves, N. Ungermann, C. Crandall (Absent:  D. Fanton, A. 
McGraw, T. O’Grady) 

Others Present: H. Budinger, P. Curran, D. Decker, D. Healy, T. Hopkins, C. Jessup, T. Miner, 
B. Riehle, T. Ross, C. Santora 

Media Present: No media present 

Call to Order: The meeting was called to order at 12:30 p.m. by Resource Management 
Committee Chairman Karl Graves. 

Bioprocessing Education Research & Development Center (BERDC) 
 A brief discussion of the benefits of entering into a contract with Seneca Trail Resource 
Conservation and Development Council to have that entity assist Allegany County with 
management of the County’s resources occurred. [The information that follows in brackets is 
adapted from the Allegany County Committee of the Whole, January 12, 2015. It seems that 
because of mill closures and contractions, a new forest economy becomes necessary. This is 
an alternative approach, re-establishing the heritage supply chain of 100 years ago into a 
modern context, reclaiming underutilized sites and mills. The biorefinery would utilize a different 
segment of the same market that the paper industry thrived on. “The New Forest Economy” 
process consists of extracting chemicals from wood chips to create a wide variety of products. 
The extraction process removes chemicals, sugars, cellulose, and other products from wood 
chips. One product produced in this manner is a wood pellet that is able to reject water. These 
wood pellets wouldn’t have to be packaged as they currently are in plastic bags. Additionally, 
the burning of the pellets is more efficient as they burn hotter and produce less ash.  Electricity 
and heat would also be created during the process which could be used to heat greenhouses, 
villages, industrial parks, or subdivisions. The Wellsville Campus of Alfred State was chosen as 
a site to develop the research facility because it can serve as a research facility, offer 
educational opportunities, and promote industrial tourism.] 
 Chairman Crandall indicated that Allegany County will be one of many partners in this 
venture and that our contribution, although it will not make or break the operation, will certainly 
help keep the studies on track. He reminded the Committee that Cattaraugus County had 
already entered into an agreement with Seneca Trails. Allegany County is proposing entering 
into an agreement with Seneca Trails for a period of three years, with $25,000 to be paid to 
Seneca Trails for each of the three years. Although the 2016 and 2017 payments can be 
budgeted, the payment for 2015 must come out of Contingency. 
 Legislator Ungermann remarked that the EPA has new regulations on outdoor wood 
boilers, and a lot of that firewood is not marketable timber. He feels something has to be done 
with that wood because he would hate to see it go to waste. He noted he is in favor of anything 
we can do to make us a little greener. Legislator Graves noted that Senator Young is supportive 
of this initiative. 
 County Attorney Tom Miner indicated that the contract provides for Seneca Trails to 
assist Allegany County to enter into the new forest economy. A resolution authorizing a three-
year contract with the Seneca Trail Resource Conservation and Development group and 
authorizing a transfer of $25,000 from A1990.429 (Contingency) to A8710.499 (County 
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Reforestation-Contractual) to finance the agreement was supported on a motion by Legislator 
Graves, seconded by Legislator Ungermann, and carried. The resolution will come off the floor 
at today’s Board meeting. Prepare Resolution 

Adjournment 
 There being no further business to come before the Committee, the meeting was 
adjourned at 12:40 p.m. following a motion by Legislator Ungermann, seconded by Legislator 
Crandall, and carried 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
Cynthia Santora, Secretary to the Clerk of the Board 
Allegany County Board of Legislators 
 

 



RESOURCE MANAGEMENT COMMITTEE 
MARCH 18, 2015 

 
** NOT APPROVED ** 

 

Committee Members Present: K. Graves, D. Fanton, N. Ungermann, C. Crandall (Absent:   A. 
McGraw, T. O’Grady) 

Others Present: M. Alger, L. Ballengee, H. Budinger, S. Burt, L. Edwards, D, Healy, R. Hollis, 
T. Hopkins,  L. Hunsberger, C. Jessup, T. Miner, D. Pullen, B. Riehle, D. Root, T. Ross, 
A. Santangelo, C. Santora, S. Torrey, J. Wood 

Media Present: D. Donohue, Olean Times Herald 

Call to Order: The meeting was called to order at 1:00 p.m. by Resource Management 
Committee Chairman Karl Graves. 

Approval of Minutes 
A motion was made by Legislator Ungermann, seconded by Legislator Graves, and 

carried to approve the Resource Management Committee minutes of February 18 and March 9, 
2015. 
 
County Historian 
 County Historian Craig Braack was not in attendance. 

Soil & Water Conservation 
Monthly Report  

Soil & Water Conservation Director Scott Torrey distributed his March report which 
included the following information: 

SWCD is working on getting projects ready to go for the construction season. It has 
several projects lined up thus far and will be adding to the following list as the spring 
progresses:  

 1 bedded pack barn 
 3 concrete box culverts 
 1 bunk silo project 
 1 concrete barnyard 
 1 manure handling system  
 several fence projects 

Additionally, SWCD is finishing grant applications for Round 21 of the State Ag  Non-
Point Source funds that are due March 31. Grant applications will total between $750,000 and 
$1 million. Grants are in the following watersheds: Angelica Water Supply, Rushford Lake, and 
the Genesee River upstream of the Wellsville water intake. SWCD will be applying for grant 
funds through The Great Lakes Sediment and Nutrient Reduction Program. Applications are 
due April 24 and will focus on reducing phosphorous going into the Great Lakes. Late this spring 
or early summer, the State will be releasing $500,000 of grant funds for the Genesee River 
Basin. Funds will be used for erosion reduction. 

Cornell Cooperative Extension 
Monthly Report 
 Cornell Cooperative Extension Allegany County Community Educator, Field Crops and 
Soil Science, Aaron Santangelo reported on several programs currently being conducted by 
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Cooperative Extension. These included the following: This is National Ag Week, and today 
(March 18) National Ag Day. Each year, in celebration of National Agriculture Week/Ag Literacy 
Week, volunteers throughout the state read a book with an agricultural theme to second 
graders. Students and teachers benefit from hands-on lessons and receive follow-up activities. 
This year focuses on sheep production in New York State. This is being coordinated by Colleen 
Cavagna, Allegany County Community Educator, Horticulture. Master Gardener Training (a 
program that utilizes volunteers to assist people and their communities through gardening 
information, education, and activities) has 10 new master gardeners being trained for Allegany 
County. (This is more help to people seeking information than simply going online for generic 
information.) 4-H gave a public presentation, held a livestock skill-a-thon, and last weekend, 
held a Dairy Bowl (quiz bowl). The Belmont winners will go on to compete at the state level. The 
District Horse Bowl will be held March 21; Allegany County has 16 participants. Because 
planting season is almost upon us, Cooperative Extension is hosting two planter workshops in 
the County. Cooperative Extension had held a meeting in Centerville for vegetable producers; 
there were over 70 attendees. There will be a “Who’s Going to Fill Your Farm Shoes” session to 
help farm owners with transition/succession planning. When asked, Mr. Santangelo said that the 
Amish also use the Cooperative Extension services for help and information with production.  
 Cornell Cooperative Extension Executive Director Laura Hunsberger told the Committee 
that a Transition Committee has been formed within the Board of Directors to take care of the 
unusual aspects of the dissolution of the two-county association. At the next Board meeting, 
they will likely approve a new constitution that can be voted upon by the association as a whole 
and are scheduling a special meeting to dissolve the association, re-forming as just CCE 
Allegany, determine a new Board of Directors, and vote on committee appointments. Legislator 
Pullen urged any resident in the County and/or anyone who has participated in an Extension 
program to attend the special meeting (tentatively scheduled for May 19) and participate in the 
vote because it is a major transition and he believes the more participation, the better. 

Youth Bureau  
Monthly Report 
 Youth Bureau Director Linda Edwards highlighted several items on her monthly report, 
including the following:   the Youth Leadership Forum in Albany on February 9 and 10 but the 
Forum was cancelled due to the weather and will not be rescheduled. Information was sent to 
Senator Cathy Young and Assemblyman Joe Giglio regarding Youth Bureau funding in the 2015 
budget. Also, Jacy Good and her husband Steve Johnson did presentations on Distracted 
Driving in local schools; presentations were held in Scio and Belfast Central Schools; 
presentations in Bolivar-Richburg and Genesee Valley were cancelled due to schools being 
closed due to the weather. She is working on scheduling presentations next year for additional 
schools as well as a public presentation. She noted that Jacy and Steve were amendable to this 
plan. The Youth Board Dinner will be held Thursday, April 29; invitations have been sent out as 
have been solicitations for the Youth Recognition Awards. She awaits the nominations. 
 
Executive Session  
 The Committee entered executive session to “consider the terms and conditions of a 
particular employee” at 1:22 p.m. on a motion by Legislator Fanton, seconded by Legislator 
Ungermann, and carried. The Committee exited executive session at 1:43 p.m. on a motion by 
Legislator Fanton, seconded by Legislator Ungermann, and carried. 
 
Adjournment 
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 There being no further business to come before the Committee, the meeting was 
adjourned at 1:44 p.m. following a motion by Legislator Fanton, seconded by Legislator 
Ungermann, and carried 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
Cynthia Santora, Secretary to the Clerk of the Board 
Allegany County Board of Legislators 
 

 



RESOURCE MANAGEMENT COMMITTEE 
APRIL 15, 2015 

 
** NOT APPROVED ** 

 

Committee Members Present: K. Graves, D. Fanton, N. Ungermann, C. Crandall (Absent:  A. 
McGraw, T. O’Grady) 

Others Present: M. Alger, S. Alsworth, L. Bliven, H. Budinger, S. Burt, R. Chamberlain, D. 
Decker, K. Dirlam, L. Edwards, L. Gridley, G. Hanchett,  D. Healy, R. Hollis, T. Hopkins, 
L. Hunsberger, C. Jessup, K. LaForge, T. Miner, B. Riehle, T. Ross, C. Santora 

Media Present: No media present 

Call to Order: The meeting was called to order at 1:00 p.m. by Resource Management 
Committee Chairman Karl Graves. 

Approval of Minutes 
A motion was made by Legislator Fanton, seconded by Legislator Ungermann, and 

carried to approve the Resource Management Committee minutes of March 18, 2015. 
 
County Historian 
 County Historian Craig Braack was not in attendance at the meeting. 

Soil & Water Conservation 
Monthly Report  

Allegany County Soil and Water Conservation District AEM Planner Scott Alsworth 
attended in Scott Torrey’s stead and distributed the District’s April report. This included 
application submissions for Round 21 of the State Ag Non-Point Source funds in the following 
watersheds: Angelica Water Supply, Rushford Lake, and upstream of the Wellsville Water 
Intake. They expect to be notified of any awards by mid-summer. Additionally, the District will 
submit grant applications for the Genesee River Erosion and Sediment Control Implementation 
Grants. The District is finishing Year 10 of the Agricultural Environmental Management Grant; 
Year 11 begins May 7. The money received from this grant covers employee time and expenses 
to work with farms in improving their environmental impact. Construction projects are slated to 
begin mid-May. 

 
Weir Lot Contract Extension 
 Mr. Alsworth went on to say that Rob Chamberlain would like a contract extension for his 
work on the Weir Lot. [Note, in July 2014, the County had received three bids on the Weir Lot. 
At that time, Soil & Water Conservation Director Scott Torrey recommended accepting the bid 
from R.T. Chamberlain Logging and Trucking of Belfast, NY, for $81,001.99.] Mr. Chamberlain 
indicated he would like to have the contract extended to encompass all of summer 2016. 
Chairman Crandall indicated that this issue would go to the full Board as an amendment to a 
contract. Approval to extend the contract through the summer of 2016 was granted on a motion 
by Legislator Fanton, seconded by Legislator Ungermann, and carried. Prepare Resolution 
 
Youth Bureau  
Monthly Report 
 Youth Bureau Director Linda Edwards noted that March had been a busy month, and 
she wanted to highlight the following: she attended Western New York Association of Youth 
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Bureaus meeting in Lancaster; participated in Bureau of Youth Development (BYD) Regional 
Conference Call; attended PPAC (Partners for Prevention in Allegany County) quarterly 
meeting; attended Youth Court Board meeting; held quarterly Youth Board meeting on March 
25; and began preparations for Youth Board Dinner and Youth Recognition Awards. She noted 
that all Committee members had been invited to the Youth Board Dinner scheduled for April 29, 
and that RSVPs are due by April 22. She said that in addition to recognizing five youths from 
Belmont, Scio, Hume, Wellsville, and Bolivar, the Legion Riders would also be recognized for 
hosting a picnic on Cuba Lake for the past five years for those in foster care. 

Cornell Cooperative Extension 
Monthly Report 
 Cornell Cooperative Extension Agriculture & Natural Resources Issue Leader Lynn 
Bliven updated the Committee on recent programming, including a Farmers’ Market Network 
education program, held in conjunction with Southern Tier West, among Allegany, Cattaraugus, 
and Chautauqua counties which focused on best management practices in food safety. Later 
this month, a similar program will be held for meat producers on how they process their 
products and how they communicate with the consumer. The other issue Ms. Bliven focused on 
is animal disease. Last year, she noted, we focused on viruses affecting swine; this year a 
highly pathogenic avian influenza is an issue for concern. Thus far, NYS has not seen this virus 
in its fowl, but it is spread via migratory birds, so Extension is working diligently to get the word 
out as well as information on biosecurity as well as transportation of poultry. At this time there is 
no concern for public health, she added. There will be a four-part workshop series in May and 
June for backyard poultry producers and beginning farmers in poultry production, emphasizing 
biosecurity and other issues. 
 Cornell Cooperative Extension Executive Director Laura Hunsberger updated the 
Committee on the status of the special meeting to be held at 6 p.m. on May 19 at Our Lady of 
the Angels Church in Cuba. She indicated they needed at least 25 people to be in attendance. 
At that time, the two-County association will be dissolved, re-forming the one-County 
association, voting on the new Constitution, and voting in new Board members. These changes 
will go into effect October 1, 2015.  
 Ms. Hunsberger noted that Cooperative Extension is holding a fundraiser on June 13, at 
Island Park in Wellsville. It will be a family friendly event which includes a 5K, animal activities, 
vendors, and music by Steel Door.  
 Legislator Decker inquired about the status of the audit that had been requested by 
Cattaraugus County. He was told that the audit had been cancelled because other audits had 
already been done on the timeframe Mercer had been asked to review, and their findings were 
the same as the previous audits. That being the case, Cattaraugus County put a stop to the 
audit. 

Executive Session  
 The Committee entered executive session to discuss the employment history of a 
particular individual at 1:25 p.m. on a motion by Legislator Ungermann, seconded by Legislator 
Fanton, and carried. The Committee exited executive session at 1:34 p.m. on a motion by 
Legislator Fanton, seconded by Legislator Ungermann, and carried. 
 
Adjournment 
 There being no further business to come before the Committee, the meeting was 
adjourned at 1:35 p.m. following a motion by Legislator Fanton, seconded by Legislator 
Ungermann, and carried 
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Respectfully submitted, 
Cynthia Santora, Secretary to the Clerk of the Board 
Allegany County Board of Legislators 
 

 



RESOURCE MANAGEMENT COMMITTEE 
MAY 20, 2015 

 
** NOT APPROVED ** 

 

Committee Members Present: K. Graves, D. Fanton, N. Ungermann, C. Crandall (Absent: A. 
McGraw, T. O’Grady) 

Others Present: M. Alger, L. Ballengee, L. Bliven, C. Braack, H. Budinger, S. Burt, D. Decker, 
K. Dirlam, L. Drake, L. Edwards, G. Hanchett,  D. Healy, R. Hollis, T. Hopkins, L. 
Hunsberger, G. James, T. Miner, B. Riehle, D. Root, T. Ross, C. Santora, S. Torrey 

Media Present: No media present 

Call to Order: The meeting was called to order at 1:00 p.m. by Resource Management 
Committee Chairman Karl Graves. 

Approval of Minutes 

A motion was made by Legislator Fanton, seconded by Legislator Ungermann, and 
carried to approve the Resource Management Committee minutes of April 15, 2015. 

 
County Historian 
 
 County Historian Craig Braack had nothing to report at this time. 

 
Soil & Water Conservation 
Monthly Report  

Soil & Water Conservation Department Executive Director Scott Torrey gave a brief 
update which included the following items: 

 Genesee River Erosion and Sediment Grant—submitted eight grant applications 
 Southern Tier Agricultural Industry Enhancement Program—Mr. Torrey will 

attend a meeting for this opportunity on May 21 to wee what role soil & Water will 
play 

 SWCD is working with the Towns of West Almond and Allen to implement FEMA 
projects 

 Cuba won the Envirothon Competition and will go to the State competition 
 SWCD completed a fencing project I the Town of Andover in the last month. 

 
Cornell Cooperative Extension 
Monthly Report 
 Cornell Cooperative Extension Agriculture & Natural Resources Issue Leader Lynn 
Bliven updated the Committee on recent developments regarding the virulent avian flu, saying 
that because all poultry breeds are susceptible, and because the flu is so virulent, New York 
State recently decreed that there will be absolutely no poultry exhibited at any County Fair or at 
the State Fair this year. She added that although there have been no confirmed cases of the 
avian flu in NYS thus far, that does not mean it’s not here. Cooperative Extension continues to 
work with producers on bio security issues to help stop this disease.  Ms. Bliven went on to say 
that the “Living in the Country” brochure is being updated. This is a piece that educates people 
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about what to expect in an agricultural community. This piece has been distributed to realtors in 
the past. Ms. Bliven went on to say that Aaron Santangelo has tendered his resignation and will 
be finished by the end of May. Legislator Burt inquired about Alma Pond which, he said, had a 
strong odor of and plenty of evidence of dead fish. Ms. Bliven responded that Alma Pond is very 
shallow and it’s possible that because of the very cold temperatures this winter, there may very 
well have been a 100 percent kill. He went on to ask if/when the DEC re-stocks the ponds. 
County Planner Kier Dirlam indicated that occurs in early spring and suggested Mr. Burt call the 
fish section of the DEC in Allegany for direction. 
 Cooperative Extension Executive Director Laura Hunsberger informed the Committee 
that the special Cooperative Extension meeting had been held the night before and the vote had 
been unanimous to amend the constitution. The new name of the organization is now CCE 
(Cornell Cooperative Extension) Allegany which will become official on October 1, 2015. 

Youth Bureau Director 
Monthly Report 
 Youth Bureau Director Linda Edwards entertained questions/comments on her pre-filed 
monthly report. Receiving none, she went on to highlight the Youth Board Dinner and Youth 
Award Recognition on April 29. She said it boasted the highest attendance (77!) in history. 
Awards were presented to five youth, one graduating senior who will be leaving the Youth 
Board, and the Wellsville Legion Riders and the Davison Family for hosting a Youth Fun Day at 
Cuba Lake. The she moved on to her action item. 
 
Accept and Appropriate the 2015 Youth Development Program Allocations from the NYS 
Office of Children and Family Services 
 Ms. Edwards requested a resolution to accept and appropriate the 2015 Youth 
Development Program Allocations from the NYS Office of Children and Family Services in the 
amount of $50,679. Ms. Edwards added that the Houghton College STEP Program is not doing 
the program this year, (which was just over $3,700), so she allocated that money into the town 
and village rec program. The funds should be appropriated as summarized on the attached 
sheet. 
 
Pass thru Programs from OCFS to agencies   $20,444 
Allegany County Sponsored Programs   $17,656 
Pass thru Programs from OCFS to Towns/Villages  $12,579 
Total for Program is $50,679 
 
Approval of the request was granted on a motion by Legislator Fanton, seconded by Legislator 
Graves, and carried. Refer to Ways & Means 

New Business 
 
Hazard Mitigation Team 
 County Planner Kier Dirlam, Superintendent of Public Works Guy James, and Soil & 
Water Conservation District Executive Director Scott Torrey addressed the group, saying that it 
was time to update the 800+-page Hazard Mitigation Plan. Mr. Dirlam told the Committee that 
although Emergency Management and Fire Services Director Jeff Luckey has applied for a 
$90,000 grant (which would require a $30,000 County match) that would allow for us to hire a 
consultant to assist in this update, he has not yet been notified of any award. That being said, 
Mr. Dirlam went on to say that the Team would still require that $30,000, whether we get the 
grant or not, in order to get the revision done by the August 2016 deadline. One of the benefits 
that hasn’t been fully realized by this plan, he added, is that when there are events across the 
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State you can take advantage and get some of your projects fixed up ahead of time before 
another bad event occurs. We’re thinking that if we can put this on a “steady” diet of having 
money allocated every year, then we could pay for a part of a person to keep current with 
projects, write the grants, and help the towns and villages. Mr. Dirlam added that the return on 
our investment would probably be quite large for that amount, saying we would probably be 
getting back hundreds of thousands of dollars. each year in those projects, so while they might 
not be “County” projects, per se, they would certainly benefit the County as a whole. Mr. James 
added that the best place for the position would be in Soil and Water. That being said, the Board 
would see an increase in Mr. Torrey’s 2016 Budget request for this increase. Mr. James added 
that this initiative goes hand-in-hand with this shared services effort New York State is pushing.  
Granted, he said, “we’ve already done it before, but it’s a continuation of what we’ve been 
doing, and as Kier said, it’s a win-win because our initial investment could multiply considerably. 
It is important for this to be out there now because we are into the budget process for next year, 
and we need to get people thinking about it. It is required, and we do need to do it. If the Towns 
and Villages do not adopt our Hazard Mitigation Plan, they are not eligible for this mitigation 
money. But the County has to adopt it first. Mr. Dirlam added that these are monies allocated to 
deal with issues municipalities know are issues ahead of time, not during an actual event. For 
example, he said, you know there are culverts that are undersized, and when we do have a 
flood event, it will be a problem, so they need to be upgraded. This is the kind of money 
allocation that allows you to do that when the weather is nice rather than during the event. And, 
he said, that’s what this coordinator would do: find the projects that fit, and help municipalities 
get the process done to get the money to help with their projects. It was determined that 
although the proposed $30,000 would be needed some time later this year, there was no need 
for action at this time. 

Executive Session  
 The Committee entered executive session to discuss the employment history of a 
particular person at 1:35 p.m. on a motion by Legislator Fanton, seconded by Legislator 
Ungermann, and carried. The Committee exited executive session at 1:50 p.m. on a motion by 
Legislator Fanton, seconded by Legislator Ungermann, and carried. 
 
Adjournment 
 There being no further business to come before the Committee, the meeting was 
adjourned at 1:50 p.m. following a motion by Legislator Fanton, seconded by Legislator 
Ungermann, and carried. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
Cynthia Santora, Secretary to the Clerk of the Board 
Allegany County Board of Legislators 



RESOURCE MANAGEMENT COMMITTEE 
JUNE 17, 2015 

 
** NOT APPROVED ** 

 

Committee Members Present: K. Graves, D. Fanton, N. Ungermann, C. Crandall (Absent: A. 
McGraw, T. O’Grady) 

Others Present: M. Alger, C. Braack, S. Burt, D. Decker, L. Edwards, L. Gridley, D. Healy, T. 
Hopkins, L. Hunsberger, C. Jessup, C. Knapp, K. LaForge, T. Parmenter, B. Riehle, D. 
Root, T. Ross, C. Santora, R. Sobeck-Lynch, S. Torrey 

Media Present: D. Donohue, Olean Times Herald; B. Quinn, Wellsville Daily Reporter 

Call to Order: The meeting was called to order at 1:00 p.m. by Resource Management 
Committee Chairman Karl Graves. 

Approval of Minutes 
A motion was made by Legislator Fanton, seconded by Legislator Ungermann,  and 

carried to approve the Resource Management Committee minutes of May 20, 2015. 
 

Acceptance of Funds for Snowmobile Federation 
 Allegany County acts as a pass through for the Allegany County Federation of 
Snowmobilers for snowmobile trail development and maintenance assistance grants funded by 
the New York State Office of Parks, Recreation, and Historic Preservation. The 2014-15 
application was approved for $95,865 (based on mileage and high snow). Sufficient funding was 
appropriated in the 2015 Budget to A7185.3089. No budget needed for 2015 as there is no 
required County share. This Grant is a renewal of an existing grant-funded program.  The major 
benefits of accepting this grant are the development, grooming, and maintenance of the 
snowmobile trails in Allegany County. The funds should be appropriated as follows: 
Revenue  ($95,865) 
 A7185.3089.00 (AC Snowmobile Association-St Aid)  $95,865  
Appropriation ($95,865) 
 A7185.4.83 (NYS OPRHP Funding Award)     $95,865    
  
Approval was granted on a motion by Legislator Fanton, seconded by Legislator Ungermann, 
and carried. Refer to Ways & Means 

County Historian 
 County Historian Craig Braack had nothing to report this month. 
 
Soil & Water Conservation 
Monthly Report 
 Soil & Water Conservation Executive Director Scott Torrey distributed his monthly report, 
saying that there is not much to report this month as his office is primarily working on design 
work and construction projects at this time. He added that he included, in his report, a list of 
Hazard Mitigation funding over the years. The total dollar amount for the listed projects was 
$4,088,125, with the federal share being $3,066,095 and the local share $1,022,030. 
Soil & Water Three-Year Contract Request 
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 Mr. Torrey then went on to request a three-year contract extension between the County 
and the Soil and Water Conservation District. The current contract is set to expire on December 
31, 2015. This year is the ninth year under this format. 
 According to the request, “Maintaining a long-term financial obligation from the County is 
very important to the long-term success of the Conservation District and its relationship, not only 
with the County, but also with the residents, municipalities, and farms of the County. Many of 
our grant commitments are multiple years in length. The Agricultural Nonpoint Sources funds 
that the District receives from the State of New York are under a three-year contract that can go 
to five years. The FL-LOWPA grant funding operates on a two-year contract basis.” 
 Mr. Torrey’s calculations noted that for each County dollar invested in the SWCD 
returns, on average, $4.60. 
 Along with grants and commitments, the SWCD also provides technical service to the 
residents and municipalities of the County. Without the financial support of the County SWCD 
will not be able to provide these services. Having a three-year contract in place with the County 
to provide financial support to the District is invaluable when trying to manage all of its different 
commitments. It helps maintain quality staff which results in more projects being completed. 
 The following amounts are requested for each year of a new contract with the County: 
 2016-17: level funding ($136,000) 
 2017-18: 1.5 percent increase ($138,000) 
 2018:     1.4 percent increase ($140,000) 
The request for the contract renewal was approved on a motion by Legislator Fanton, seconded 
by Legislator Ungermann, and carried. Refer to Ways & Means 
 Following the vote, Legislator Ungermann inquired if SWCD had outside help writing the 
grants. Mr. Torrey replied that he did the grant writing himself. 

Youth Bureau  
Monthly Report 

Youth Bureau Director Linda Edwards told the Committee that although it was listed on her 
monthly report, she wanted to highlight her attendance at the Youth Bureau Directors’ Training 
in Saratoga Springs, May 26-28, which provided training and information from the State. 
 
Approval of the 2015 Resource Allocation Plan Agreement with the Office of Children and 
Family Services 
 The Youth Bureau requested a resolution approving the 2015 Resource Allocation Plan 
agreement with the Office of Children and Family Services in relation to the State’s allocation of 
funds to the County for providing youth services under its Comprehensive Youth Services Plan. 
We request that the Chairman of the Board be authorized to execute such Plan Agreement. A 
portion of the funds to be received under such Plan Agreement shall be appropriated from time 
to time to cover the costs under sub-contractor services provider agreements as may be 
approved by this Board. The fiscal impact:  100% State Aid. Approval was granted on a motion 
by Legislator Fanton, seconded by Legislator Graves, and carried. Refer to Ways & Means   

Cooperative Extension 
 Cooperative Extension Executive Director Laura Hunsberger re-introduced Tom 
Parmenter, Dairy Educator for Allegany County, to the Committee. He distributed flyers 
regarding the second annual Allegany County Farmer-Neighbor Dinner to be held Wednesday, 
September 23, 2015, at the Amity Rescue Squad Hall, 5184 State Route 244, in Belmont. The 
dinner begins at 5:30 with a taste of local farms and exhibits. The dinner will be comprised of 
Allegany County-grown and produced food at 6:45 p.m. The guest speaker will be Chris Fesko 
who will talk about Farmer-Neighbor Communications. Legislator Ungermann inquired whether 
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there is a way to encourage the larger farm operators and food producers to attend. Ms. 
Hunsberger replied that they all get invitations. Mr. Parmenter went on to say that beginning 
next week, the annual Tractor and Machine Safety Certification Course would run for three 
days, June 24-26, from 8:30 a.m. until 4 p.m. Over 300 participants have completed the course 
over the years (records go back to 1999, but the program has been in existence longer than 
that, according to Cooperative Extension), and to the best of his knowledge, not one of them 
has been involved in a farm machinery-related accident. Youth from 14-16 are the primary 
attendees, but younger students can also attend. 
 Ms. Hunsberger went on to say that Cooperative Extension had hosted a Post-Harvest 
Handling of Vegetables for Market Program on June 11 on how to design, build, and operate a 
small-scale, DIY post-harvest handling system to help producers with food safety, maintenance 
of quality and efficiency, and affordability for new and small growers. Ms. Hunsberger went on to 
say that approximately 1,000 day-old pheasants had been delivered recently for the 4-Hers to 
raise and release. Ms. Hunsberger said that Cattaraugus County 4-H had hired Amanda 
Dackowski to help out during the summer of 2015. She added that she would be distributing the 
latest newsletter that has gardening tips for those looking for weed management advice, 
information about Hog Wild Day (an opportunity to win a freezer-ready processed pig), and 
information on avian influenza and how it’s affecting the market birds for the Fair this year. She 
went on to say she had recently received information from the International Labor Relations 
Department (ILR) Program about Strong Families, Strong Leaders. ILR would like community 
leaders to attend. She put flyers regarding this program in the Legislative mail boxes. Ms. 
Hunsberger said they had recently applied for an ARC grant to join with schools in order to 
cooperatively offer career skill/life skill training that needs to be done for youth that’s really not 
being done in the schools. With all the Common Core Curriculum requirements, a lot of these 
“soft skills” are falling through the educational cracks. Ms. Hunsberger noted that Wellsville is 
moving forward with the Complete Streets program and that there had been an article in the 
Wellsville Daily Reporter the previous day. The grant program offers $3,000 to a town that will 
add complete streets lingo to its Strategic Plan. The money will probably go toward signage or 
something like that, she said. Finally, Ms. Hunsberger said she would be attending a program in 
Syracuse on Monday about the workforce needs of the food processing industry.  

Adjournment 
 There being no further business to come before the Committee, the meeting was 
adjourned at 1:28 p.m. following a motion by Legislator Fanton, seconded by Legislator 
Ungermann, and carried 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
Cynthia Santora, Secretary to the Clerk of the Board 
Allegany County Board of Legislators 
 



RESOURCE MANAGEMENT COMMITTEE 
JULY 15, 2015 

 
** NOT APPROVED ** 

 

Committee Members Present: K. Graves, D. Fanton, N. Ungermann, C. Crandall (Absent:    A. 
McGraw, T. O’Grady) 

Others Present: M. Alger, L. Ballengee, L. Bliven, C. Braack, H. Budinger, D. Decker, K. 
Dirlam, D. Healy, R. Hollis, T. Hopkins, C. Jessup, K. LaForge, T. Miner, B. Riehle, T. 
Ross, C. Santora 

Media Present: No media present 

Call to Order: The meeting was called to order at approximately 1:03 p.m. by Resource 
Management Committee Chairman Karl Graves. 

Approval of Minutes 

A motion was made by Legislator Fanton, seconded by Legislator Ungermann, and 
carried to approve the Resource Management Committee minutes of June 17, 2015. 

 
County Historian 
 
Monthly Report 
 County Historian Craig Braack was in attendance at the meeting, saying he had nothing 
to report at this time. 

 
Soil & Water Conservation 
 
Monthly Report  

Soil & Water Conservation Executive Director Scott Torrey was unable to attend the 
meeting as he was out assessing damage caused by the previous night’s storm. 

 
Cornell Cooperative Extension 
 
Monthly Report 
 Cornell Cooperative Extension Agriculture & Natural Resources Issue Leader Lynn 
Bliven gave a brief summary of Cooperative Extension activities, saying that the Fair is in 
progress and is going well. However, last evenings heavy rains had flooded some of the barns. 
She added that this summer’s weather has affected the growing season...the wet conditions 
being ideal for insects and diseases among the crops. She also said she has been fielding a lot 
of questions about ponds from residential pond owners, regarding winter kill and weed control. 
Ms. Bliven said that Cooperative Extension would be hosting two vegetable meetings next 
week: one on pesticides and the other on organic management. Following her report, 
Committee members lobbed several questions at Ms. Bliven regarding organic pesticides, 
whether we in NYS consider soil temperature during planting season, what is keeping pea 
plants from producing fruit, etc. There was also some discussion on invasive vegetation species 



Resource Management Committee Minutes 
July 15, 2015 
Page 2 of 2 

 
and Ms. Bliven directed interested parties to the Cornell Cooperative Extension website for 
additional information.  

Youth Bureau  
 
Monthly Report 
 Youth Bureau Director-Linda Edwards was unable to attend the meeting as she was 
manning the Traffic Safety Booth at the Allegany County Fair. However, her report was  
attached to the meeting agenda. 

 
New Business 
 
 Clerk of the Board Brenda Rigby Riehle stated that it is time for Soil and Water 
Conservation District to review Ag District #1. Although there are several formal actions that 
need to be taken, there was no need to take action at this time. She added that there is a 300-
day timeline being constructed by Mr. Torrey to handle this review. 

 
Adjournment 

 There being no further business to come before the Committee, the meeting was 
adjourned at 1:18 p.m. following a motion by Legislator Fanton, seconded by Legislator 
Ungermann, and carried 

Respectfully submitted, 
Cynthia Santora, Secretary to the Clerk of the Board 
Allegany County Board of Legislators 
 



RESOURCE MANAGEMENT COMMITTEE 
AUGUST 19, 2015 
NOT APPROVED 

 

Committee Members Present: K. Graves, T. O’Grady, N. Ungermann, C. Crandall (Absent: D. 
Fanton, A. McGraw) 

Others Present: M. Alger, S. Alsworth, L. Ballengee, L. Bliven, H. Budinger, C. Braack, S. Burt, 
L. Edwards, D. Healy, R. Hollis, T. Hopkins, L. Hunsberger, C. Jessup, K. LaForge, T. 
Miner, D. Pullen, B. Riehle, D. Root, T. Ross, C. Santora, S. Torrey 

Media Present: D. Donohue, Olean Times Herald; B. Quinn, Wellsville Daily Reporter 

Call to Order: The meeting was called to order at 1:00 p.m. by Resource Management 
Committee Chairman Karl Graves. 

Approval of Minutes 

A motion was made by Legislator Ungermann, seconded by Legislator O’Grady, and 
carried to approve the Resource Management Committee minutes of July 15, 2015. 

 
County Historian 
 
 County Historian Craig Braack had nothing to report. 

 
Soil & Water Conservation 
 
Monthly Report  

Soil & Water Conservation Director Scott Torrey distributed a report for August 2015 
which included the following information: 

SWCD has been awarded $40,000 in grant funds from the State for the Genesee River 
Erosion and Sediment Control Grant. This will consist of four projects on four farms. Total cost 
of the four projects is estimated at $60,295. 

SWCD has been chosen to administer grant funds secured by NYS Senator Cathy 
Young’s office. SWCD will be receiving a total of $155,000. $100,000 will be used for dredging 
on Cuba Lake; $25,000 will be used for a boat wash station on Rushford Lake; and $30,000 will 
be used for dredging and debris removal on streams in the County.  

SWCD recently received the unofficial ranked list for Round 21 of the Ag Non Point 
Source Grant funding. If the ranking stays as it currently is, SWCD will be the recipient of two 
grants. The State funding provided will be $734,678. Total estimated cost of the grants will be 
$1,034,120. 

The County’s Agricultural and Farmland Protection Plan will need its 10-year update 
done in 2016. SWCD is currently looking at the grant funding available for this update and may 
need the County to apply for this funding.  

 
Request Public Hearing on Ag District #1 
Mr. Torrey requested approval to set a date, in consultation with the County Attorney, for a 
public hearing on Ag District #1 to be held prior to a Board meeting and to send out notifications 
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of the public hearing as appropriate. This request was granted on a motion by Legislator 
Ungermann, seconded by Legislator O’Grady, and carried. Prepare Resolution 

 
Youth Bureau 
 
Monthly Report 
 Youth Bureau Director Linda Edwards entertained questions/comments on her pre-filed 
report for July 2015. Receiving none, She went on to tell Committee members that the 
Resource Allocation Plan had been approved by the State and the Youth Bureau has begun 
paying its agencies and billing the state for reimbursement. She added that Allegany County is 
one of the first in Western New York to receive that approval. 

 
Cornell Cooperative Extension 
 
Monthly Report 
 Cornell Cooperative Extension Executive Director Laura Hunsberger gave Committee 
members an update on Cooperative Extension activities, saying that now that the local County 
Fairs are over, the blue ribbon winners are preparing for the State Fair. She also noted that 
there will be a fund raiser on October 3, the “Run 4 Health” and Family Fur-iendly Fun day. This 
will be a fun-filled day of exploring new and exciting activities! The day will start with a 5K fun 
run/walk through Island Park and will include family-friendly activities including: Barnyard 
Olympics, Petting Zoo, and a Pet Parade. Following the race and awards, there will be a BBQ, 
educational booths, vendors, games, silent auction items, and music by Steel Door, 2-6 
pm (BBQ free for racers, $10 for public and race supporters). Registration and/or sponsorship 
can be accessed at http://www.run4-health.racewire.com.  Ms. Hunsberger told the Committee 
that Master Gardener talks will be showcased throughout the Fall. The Farmer Neighbor Dinner, 
sponsored by the Allegany County Cooperative Extension, Soil & Water Conservation District, 
Natural Resource Conservation Service, Farm Service Agency, & Farm Bureau will be held 
Wednesday, September 23, 2015, 5:30- 9 p.m.  This is an opportunity for farmers, members of 
the community, local leaders and friends to come together to recognize and celebrate the 
tremendous role that agriculture plays in Allegany County. Ms. Hunsberger also noted that 
Complete the Streets funding for the Town and Village of Wellsville has been awarded. This is a 
five-year grant initiative that was awarded to the Southern Tier Wellness Partnership. It is 
geared to help municipalities in Cattaraugus and Allegany counties build the infrastructure 
needed to develop streets that invite physical activity. The grant has worked with many 
communities through the Southern Tier including Gowanda, Wellsville, Hinsdale, Cuba and 
Independence. The initiative will focus on helping municipalities pass a “Complete Streets” 
policy which asks transportation planners and engineers to consistently design and alter the 
rights-of-way with all uses in mind (including bicycle, pedestrian and persons with disabilities). 
The policy focuses on new construction, reconstruction and maintenance projects. Finally, Ms. 
Hunsberger said that as of October 1, 2015, the split from Cattaraugus County will be complete 
and new board members, logo, Facebook page and website will be activated. 

 

CCE Program—Transition Update 

 Legislator Pullen told Committee members that, as noted by Ms. Hunsberger, the 
transition date for the official split between counties will be October 1, 2015. At that time, 
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Cattaraugus County will initiate its own association and Allegany County will cease providing 
services to Catt County at that time. September 22 will be the final combined Board meeting, he 
said. Subsequent to that, each of the two counties will have its own Board. Mr. Pullen went on to 
say that there will be some changes as there had been some efficiencies by having the two-
county association. In order to continue the level of service for 2016, Cooperative Extension will 
need supplemental funding, or programs will need to be cut. There are still some legalities to be 
worked out with Cattaraugus County such as the building in Ellicottville as well as a wood lot 
that had been donated.  

 
Adjournment 

 There being no further business to come before the Committee, the meeting was 
adjourned at 1:20 p.m. following a motion by Legislator O’Grady, seconded by Legislator 
Ungermann, and carried 

Respectfully submitted, 
Cynthia Santora, Secretary to the Clerk of the Board 
Allegany County Board of Legislators 
 



RESOURCE MANAGEMENT COMMITTEE 
September 2, 2015 
SPECIAL MEETING 

NOT APPROVED 
 

Committee Members Present: K. Graves, D. Fanton, A. McGraw, T. O’Grady, N. Ungermann, 
C. Crandall  

Others Present: M. Alger, M. Bird, B. Budinger, M. Burke, S. Burt, P. Curran, D. Decker, K. 
Dirlam, M. Dorrett, G. Hanchett, D. Healy, B. Heaney, R. Hollis, K. Hooker, C. Jessup, J. 
Johnson, K. LaForge, T. Miner, G. O’Connor, D. Pullen, B. Riehle, T. Ross, W. 
Rutkowski, R. Scott 

Media Present: D. Donohue, Olean Times Herald; B. Quinn, Wellsville Daily Reporter 

Call to Order: The meeting was called to order at 10:32 a.m. by Resource Management 
Committee Chairman Karl Graves. 

Rushford Lake Recreation District 

 Legislator Graves read a statement of purpose and a resolution requesting Rushford 
Lake Recreation District to Improve Public Access and Launching Fee Schedule. Approval was 
granted on a motion by Legislator Graves, seconded by Legislator Fanton, and carried.  Refer 
to Board of Legislators Meeting 

 Legislator Graves opened the floor for discussion giving an opportunity for visitors to 
speak.   

 Jim Johnson stated there are four fisherman who started this campaign.  They would like 
the gate to be open 24 hours a day, 7 days a week and to have reasonable fees of $5 - $7.  Mr. 
Johnson commented that he saw on social media that a plane landed on the lake and Rushford 
Lake District Board Chair Joseph Manna thought it was wonderful.  There was no mention about 
invasive species. Mr. Johnson stated the resolution is a great idea, but he is concerned the 
same thing is going to happen in May. He suggested a memo of agreement or some sort of 
legal binding agreement with the Rushford Lake Recreation District Commissioners would be 
helpful so it would not happen again. Legislator Graves stated they were not going to let the 
issue go.  They will keep working on it until a conclusion. 

 Glenn O’Connor discussed the financing behind the lake.  Mr. O’Connor did some 
research and reported in 2009, a $654,000 grant was given to the Department of Environmental 
Conservation to stock the Lake with Trout.  Mr. O’Connor stated every year Rushford Lake is 
stocked with $15,000 worth of Trout.  Mr. O’Connor stated they have been locked out for the 
summer, but the gate will be open after the Labor Day Holiday.  He doesn’t want to see this 
happen again next spring.  Mr. O’Connor noted Rushford Lake has tax exempt status.  He 
stated by having tax exempt status they have to give back to the public.  He noted he doesn’t 
see how they are doing that. 

 Mark Dorrett stated he was an Allegany County resident, sportsman, avid fisherman, 
and hunter.  He looks at this issue as a New York State taxpayer who also pays federal taxes.  
Mr. Dorrett stated the waterway belongs to all of New York State and since Federal tax money 
is used, it belongs to everyone in America.  Mike Burke, clarified that the federal money Mr. 
Dorrett was talking about comes from the Core of Engineers.  The Core of Engineers are 
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frequently called in to review the Rushford Lake Dam.  Mr. Dorrett stated it is beautiful here and 
the County is blessed to have that waterway and the Genesee River.  Mr. Dorrett stated Senator 
Cathy Young has been helpful in bringing tax dollars to Allegany County, which is one of the 
poorest counties.  Mr. Dorrett stated in his community, people are building new homes.  He 
stated taking Rushford Lake away is not going to benefit anyone.  Mr. Dorrett wanted to thank 
the local representatives and Senator Young’s office for trying to do the right thing.   Mr. Dorrett 
reported he also contacted Congressman Tom Reed’s office about the issue and asked them to 
join the fight. Mr. Dorrett asked the County Legislators to reach out to the Federal Government 
and Agencies for help.  

  Chairman Crandall stated he attended a July 17, 2015, meeting at Senator Young’s 
office.  The Commissioners from the Rushford Lake District, fisherman, and representatives 
from the Department of Environmental Conservation had a conversation on public access to 
Rushford Lake including the gate, fees, and the concern of invasive species.  As a result, there 
was a discussion about a boat wash station and how other areas around New York State 
addressed the invasive species issue.  At the conclusion of the meeting, The Rushford Lake 
Commissioners were going to address access to the lake by taking the gate down and getting 
the fees in line with other fees across the state.  Senator Young explored the boat washing 
station and secured funds within two weeks. Chairman Crandall commented this resolution 
takes a good position for the County since it is the largest body of water and the County spends 
money on tourism.  Rushford Lake can’t have facilities limited and shut down.  Chairman 
Crandall commented on the concern of property taxes for residents living around the lake.  They 
are paying higher taxes, but Chairman Crandall wanted to clarify the County tax rate is the 
same for everyone.  The rate is set when the budget is adopted.  Equalization rates may vary 
from township to township.  Rushford Lake residents have higher assessed property.  Chairman 
Crandall stated they also pay an extra tax for being in the Recreation District.  The rate is $3.30 
per $1,000 for being within that District.  Chairman Crandall noted he supported this resolution 
and it is a good position for the Board to take.  Chairman Crandall added at the July 17 meeting, 
he was asked what the Board position is on this issue.  He stated the Resolution would answer 
that question. 

 Legislator Ungermann stated he was from Cuba and wanted to make a comparison 
using Cuba Lake.  He stated Cuba Lake completed a $1 million boat launch.  The Department 
of Environmental Conservation was contracted to install it and since then, it has been used 
heavily.   There is no charge.   Legislator Ungermann stated airplanes land in Cuba Lake too.  
Cuba Lake tries hard to make it a public lake by expanding the area for swimmers, putting in a 
sewer to help keep it clean, and make improvements.  Mr. Ungermann concluded by stating 
Cuba Lake is still public access. 

 Legislator Decker stated he also lives in Cuba. He has heard the comment that 
fisherman don’t need to be out there at the crack of dawn.  Legislator Decker stated when he is 
walking around Cuba Lake early in the morning around 4:30 a.m., cars are going over to the 
launch to put their boats in.  Even in the winter, people are ice fishing early in the morning. 
Legislator Decker commented to restrict access to Rushford Lake is appalling, and he is 100 
percent in favor of the resolution. 

 Legislator Pullen from District One, stated he drafted Chapter 78 of the Laws of 1981 as 
the attorney for Caneadea and the Town of Rushford. He looked at it from the town viewpoint as 
a success.   He stated people get really agitated about their lake. He stated he understands the 
concerns here, but noted there are restrictions at any facility. Legislator Pullen stated he doesn’t 
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know the answer.  Legislator Pullen stated some facilities close at night because of vandalism.  
He stated he doesn’t believe the fisherman and sportsman are the reason for the vandalism.  
Legislator Pullen stated there needs to be a balance and urged something be worked out.  Mr. 
O’Connor commented by stating Cuba and Silver Lakes are either free or $5, and the lakes are 
open all the time.  He stated he could not comment on vandalism but he has not heard about 
any incidents.   

Adjournment 

 There being no further business to come before the Committee, the meeting was 
adjourned at 11:04 a.m. following a motion by Legislator Fanton, seconded by Legislator 
Ungermann, and carried. 

Respectfully submitted, 
Rebecca Scott, Secretary to the Clerk of the Board 
Allegany County Board of Legislators 
 

 



RESOURCE MANAGEMENT COMMITTEE 
September 16, 2015 

NOT APPROVED 
 

Committee Members Present: K. Graves, D. Fanton, N. Ungermann, C. Crandall (Absent: A. 
McGraw, T. O’Grady) 

Others Present: M. Alger, L. Ballengee, L. Bliven, C. Braack, H. Budinger, K. Dirlam, L. 
Edwards, B. Gamache, D. Healy, R. Hollis, K. Hooker, T. Hopkins, L. Hunsberger, G. 
James, C. Jessup, K. LaForge, J. Luckey, J. Nelson, R. Paulsen, T. Miner, B. Riehle, D. 
Root, R. Scott, S. Torrey  

Media Present: B. Quinn, Wellsville Daily Reporter 

Call to Order: The meeting was called to order at 1:00 p.m. by Resource Management 
Committee Chairman Karl Graves. 

Approval of Minutes 

A motion was made by Legislator Fanton, seconded by Legislator Ungermann and 
carried to approve the Resource Management Committee minutes of August 19, 2015. 

A motion was made by Legislator Fanton, seconded by Legislator Ungermann and 
carried to approve the Resource Management Committee minutes of September 2, 2015. 

County Historian 

 Legislator Graves noted County Historian Craig Braack did not have anything to report.  
Legislator Ungermann stated he had a question for Mr. Braack.  Legislator Ungermann stated 
he had a discussion with Mr. Swift at a local Rod and Gun Club pancake breakfast.  Legislator 
Ungermann stated Mr. Swift was concerned about keeping up-to-date with the history of 
Allegany County.  Mr. Swift believes some information is not being recorded that ought to be. 
Mr. Swift wrote newspaper articles about the old County Home and Palmer Opera House and 
could not find a lot of information.  Mr. Braack stated Mr. Swift did not come to the office. Mr. 
Braack asked Legislator Ungermann if Mr. Swift had suggestions to resolve his concerns.  Mr. 
Ungermann stated he believed Mr. Swift wanted better record keeping.  Mr. Braack asked what 
methods Mr. Swift wanted to use to do that.  Legislator Ungermann responded Mr. Swift did not 
say anything about that.  Legislator Ungermann stated Mr. Braack presents interesting 
programs, but some are not directly involved with Allegany County such as his presentations on 
Arlington Cemetery and Pearl Harbor.  Legislator Ungermann noted he was just relaying Mr. 
Swift’s concerns and Mr. Swift wonders if three days are enough to keep up with everything. 

Soil & Water Conservation-Scott Torrey 

Monthly Report  
 Executive Director Scott Torrey stated he just finished three projects.  This was about 
$205,000 in completed projects.  He is currently working on a Department of Environmental 
Conservation Grant.  Mr. Torrey reported he met with Cuba Lake Manager Scott Barry to review 
their dredging project.  He would like to try to do it during the winter.  Mr. Torrey is currently 
working on getting a permit for this work.  Mr. Torrey stated Rushford Lake is on hold until 
Rushford Lake Commissioners figure out what they are doing. Mr. Torrey spoke about a 
meeting with Shongo residents experiencing flooding to discuss stream gravel and debris 
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removal.  It is in the beginning stages.  Finally, Mr. Torrey stated he met with the Cuba 
Snowdrifter Snowmobile Club this morning to discuss erosion on one of their trails in Friendship. 

Youth Bureau 

Monthly Report  
 Director Linda Edwards highlighted two items on her Monthly Report.  First, she 
participated in the Youth Fun Day at Cuba Lake sponsored by the Wellsville Legion and 
everyone had a wonderful time.  Second, the youth leadership forum in Albany was cancelled in 
February.  She will be taking two youth to Buffalo to attend the Western New York Region 
Forum on September 29, 2015.  

Cornell Cooperative Extension 

Monthly Report 
 Agriculture and Natural Resources Issue Leader Lynn Bliven highlighted areas featured 
in the Homes Grounds & Gardens newsletter. Ms. Bliven stated in the spring a Master 
Gardner’s program was held with 10 participants.  Master Gardeners have to volunteer hours; 
as a result, this year’s class has created a Master Gardener Growing Talks.  The program is 
once a month, and the first program was on Mushrooms.  The second page of the newsletter 
talks about the fall pH clinics. Ms. Bliven spoke about the Ag Plastic Recycling Collection that 
was occurring today and on Saturday.  Cornell Cooperative Extension partnered with the 
County Recycling Program Coordinator to offer this joint project.  This project allows large farms 
to recycle and manage the agricultural bags used for silage or hay.  Ms. Bliven stated the farmer 
neighbor dinner is next week and eighty participants have signed up, which is an increase from 
last year.  At the end of the month, a program will be offered for vegetable growers.  Ms. Bliven 
anticipates 10 to 12 farms will participate.  Ms. Bliven stated an online beginning soils class will 
be offered with some hands on programs.  The class focus is on soil fertility, enhancing 
production, and managing environmental concerns. Ms. Bliven announced the 4-H Achievement 
Year-End Dinner/Awards Program is on September 18, 2015.  They are gearing up for a new 
program year on October 1, 2015.  There will be displays around the County from the various 
clubs to promote programs and encourage participation.  Executive Director Laura Hunsberger 
announced there was an article in the Cuba Patriot today about their upcoming fundraiser on 
October 3, 2015.  Ms. Hunsberger stated this is the last committee meeting as a joint 
association.  There will be a new logo.   

Hazard Mitigation 

Progress Update 
 Director Jeff Luckey stated the previous plan needs updating and there is a cost 
associated with it. The Mitigation Team has been meeting monthly since January. They have 
done some preliminary homework.  Mr. Luckey stated the plan is due August of 2016. They 
would like the plan six weeks before the deadline, so it should be completed around June 1, or 
July 1, 2016.   The team has reached out to a couple of vendors already to see if they can meet 
this deadline.   

Homeland Security Pre-Disaster Mitigation Competitive Grant 

 Mr. Luckey asked for a resolution to accept and appropriate the Homeland Security Pre-
Disaster Mitigation Competitive Grant for $90,000 to be used for the update of the County’s 
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Multi-Jurisdictional Multi-Hazard Mitigation Plan.  This is a 25% matching grant.  The entire 
project cost is projected at $120,000 which includes the County’s match of $30,000.  The match 
can be either cash or in-kind.  The funds should be appropriated as follows: 
 
 Total Grant Appropriation # A3655.447 $  90,000 
 Local County Share in-kind services  $  30,000 
 Total Project     $120,000 
 
 Revenue # A3655.3306.HZMT  $  90,000 
 
 Mr. Luckey stated he applied for the grant in 2014.  On August 25, 2015, he received 
notification he was awarded the money. Legislator Ungermann asked if the County share has 
been budgeted.  County Administrator Mitch Alger stated it does not need to be budgeted 
because the individuals’ time on the Team would be considered in-kind.  They will keep track of 
their time. Legislator Ungermann asked how long is it until the plan needs to be updated again.  
Mr. Luckey stated every five years.  The five years start the day the plan is adopted, so this plan 
is stretched out to six years.  Mr. Luckey stated it has been a good investment in the past. It has 
brought back $4 million in projects including $3 Million in Federal money because it is part of the 
plan and the projects were approved.  Chairman Crandall and Legislator Healy asked if it was 
directly tied to the plan and that they couldn’t get the money without the plan.  Mr. Luckey stated 
that is correct.  Legislator Graves asked if there has been discussion on updating the plan on an 
annual basis instead of waiting five to six years.  Mr. Luckey stated the Team meets annually to 
review what has been done and what has changed. That is a requirement of the plan.  
Legislator Graves asked if it was a good idea to assign someone to periodically update it during 
the year.  Chairman Crandall stated the County would probably run into other expenses other 
than just maintaining the plan.  Mr. Luckey stated the plan has been adopted by all the towns 
and villages and the colleges are incorporated in the plan.  Mr. Luckey stated it is not just a 
County plan; it is an inclusive plan.  Chairman Crandall asked if the County will be able to reach 
the $30,000 in-kind.  County Planner Kier Dirlam stated they are trying to cover that and the 
Team is keeping track of everything.   Approval was granted on a motion by Legislator Fanton, 
seconded by Chairman Crandall, and carried.  Refer to Ways & Means 

Adjournment 

 There being no further business to come before the Committee, the meeting was 
adjourned at 1:22 p.m. following a motion by Legislator Fanton, seconded by Legislator 
Ungermann, and carried 

Respectfully submitted, 
Rebecca Scott, Secretary to the Clerk of the Board 
Allegany County Board of Legislators 
 



RESOURCE MANAGEMENT COMMITTEE 
October 21, 2015 
NOT APPROVED 

 

Committee Members Present: K. Graves, T. O’Grady, N. Ungermann, C. Crandall (Absent: D. 
Fanton, A. McGraw) 

Others Present: M. Alger, L. Ballengee, C. Braack, H. Budinger, S. Burt, D. Healy, R. Hollis, K. 
Hooker, L. Hunsberger, C. Jessup, K. LaForge, T. Miner, D. Pullen, B. Riehle, T. Ross, 
R. Scott 

Media Present: B. Quinn, Wellsville Daily Reporter 

Call to Order: The meeting was called to order at 1:00 p.m. by Resource Management 
Committee Chairman Karl Graves. 

Approval of Minutes 

A motion was made by Legislator Ungermann, seconded by Legislator O’Grady, and 
carried to approve the Resource Management Committee minutes of September 16, 2015. 

County Historian 
 
 Legislator Graves noted County Historian Craig Braack did not having anything to 
officially report.  Legislator O’Grady asked about the Allegany County Museum Tour.  Mr. 
Braack replied it was very successful this year.  This was the second year of the Tour, and the 
average number of people attending from the reports he has reviewed so far, was fifteen to 
nineteen at each place.  He noted the average last year was three to four.  
 
Soil & Water Conservation 
 
Monthly Report  
Legislator Graves reported Executive Director Scott Torrey was not able to attend, but he 
submitted his written report for review.  In his report, Mr. Torrey stated he is working on finishing 
projects and field work before winter.  The Cuba Lake permit application should be finished next 
week.  Next week, they have a meeting with the Department of Environmental Conservation in 
Hume to look at flooding issues with Rush Creek. They were awarded two grants in round 
twenty-one of the State’s Ag Non-Point Source Grant funds. The total State funding awarded 
was $734,678, with a total grant project cost estimated at $1,034,120.  The timber harvest has 
begun on the C. Horner Lot. The Ag District number one update will be completed, and ready 
for review by the Farmland Protection Board.  He continues to work with the Alma Rod and Gun 
Club in repairing their dam.  They will be receiving funds from Cathy Young’s office to help with 
repair costs. Finally, the Town of Allen is finishing the installation of a box culvert that was 
funded by Federal Emergency Management Agency (FEMA). 
 
Youth Bureau  
 
Monthly Report 
 Legislator Graves stated Director Linda Edwards was attending a conference, and 
submitted her written report for review.  Legislator Healy reminded everyone the SADD 
conference is Friday, October 30, 2015. 
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Cornell Cooperative Extension 

Monthly Report 
 Executive Director Laura Hunsberger highlighted the Ag Plastics Recycling Project.  She 
stated it was very successful, and they collected two and a half tons of plastic. Legislator 
Ungermann asked what kinds of plastics were collected. Ms. Hunsberger replied it was 
everything from irrigation tubing, to black plastic used in vegetable production, to nursery pots.    
Legislator Ungermann asked about the baler silage bags, and noted they have to keep the 
plastic clean.  Ms. Hunsberger stated yes they did collect those as well.  Mr. Ungermann asked 
who he would contact if he had plastics he wanted to recycle.  Ms. Hunsberger stated if anyone 
is interested in the recycling project, to contact Tom Parmenter for recycling dates.  Chairman 
Crandall asked if they get any money for recycling these plastics.  Ms. Hunsberger stated no not 
to her knowledge.   
 Ms. Hunsberger announced there will be a Small Berry Conference next week in Bath, 
New York.  This conference is a joint effort with Steuben County.  Legislator Pullen added he 
knows some berry growers who are planning on attending the conference.  Legislator Graves 
asked if the conference would be appropriate for a small gardener.  Ms. Hunsberger noted this 
conference is for people who are using it as a business to make money, and not so much for the 
homeowner who has berries. Chairman Crandall stated he saw berry hanging baskets in 
Wyoming County, and wondered if there were many of those.  Ms. Hunsberger stated it was 
more of an “eye catcher,” but she has seen some greenhouses using gutters to grow berries in 
order to maximize space.   
 Ms. Hunsberger highlighted other upcoming events and programs.  She noted there is a 
4-H program for the holidays. There is also a cooking contest where the majority of the products 
used in the contest have to be produced in New York. She also highlighted an upcoming 
fundraiser, and annual meeting. Legislator Pullen added the annual meeting is November 10, 
2015, and the New York State Director of Extension will be there. He noted it will be an 
important meeting, and he would like to see the Legislators attend the meeting. 
 Legislator Ungermann stated he had some comments directed to Agriculture and Natural 
Resources Issue Leader Lynn Bliven, who was not present at the meeting, regarding the 
Farmer Neighbor Dinner. He noted the purpose of the Farmer Neighbor Dinner is to get to know 
one another.  He noted there were no introductions, and it was hard for someone to speak to 
someone else if they did not know who they were.  For example, it would be hard for someone 
from Empire Cheese to talk to farmers who may provide milk to the company because they 
would not know who they were in the room.  Legislator Ungermann noted he had personally 
asked certain individuals to attend.  He stated he spoke with Ms. Bliven before the dinner about 
these people attending, and told her they were prepared to talk about their business.  At the 
dinner, they did not have an opportunity to do that.  He also stated vendors were not allowed to 
speak.  He noted some vendors spent $250, and did not have the opportunity to speak.  He 
believes they have a paid a premium, so they deserve a few minutes to speak.  He is concerned 
they may not come back.  Finally, he noted the speaker had a lot of important information.  He 
was concerned about people hearing the speaker because they had a hard time hearing her, 
and they were towards the front of the room. He was disappointed with the event.   Legislator 
Graves stated the sound system was deficient, and asked if it belonged to Cornell Cooperative 
Extension.  Ms. Hunsberger said no, and they will bring one next time. Chairman Crandall noted 
it was a nice event.  Legislator Graves commented the food was good.  Ms. Hunsberger stated 
she would pass the comments along to Ms. Bliven.  
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Adjournment 

 There being no further business to come before the Committee, the meeting was 
adjourned at 1:17 p.m. following a motion by Legislator O’Grady, seconded by Legislator 
Ungermann, and carried 

Respectfully submitted, 
Rebecca Scott, Secretary to the Clerk of the Board 
Allegany County Board of Legislators 
 



RESOURCE MANAGEMENT COMMITTEE 
November 18, 2015 
NOT APPROVED 

 

Committee Members Present: K. Graves, D. Fanton, T. O’Grady, N. Ungermann, C. Crandall 
(Absent: A. McGraw) 

Others Present: M. Alger, L. Bliven, H. Budinger, S. Burt, P. Curran, D. Decker, K. Dirlam, L. 
Edwards, L. Gooch-Christman, L. Gridley, S. Grusendorf, G. Hanchett,  D. Healy, K. 
Hooker, L. Hunsberger, C. Jessup, C. Knapp, K. LaForge, J. Luckey, D. Pullen, B. 
Riehle, D. Root, T. Ross, R. Scott, R. Sobeck-Lynch, S. Torrey 

Media Present: B. Quinn, Wellsville Daily Reporter 

Call to Order: The meeting was called to order at 1:00 p.m. by Resource Management 
Committee Chairman Karl Graves. 

Approval of Minutes 

A motion was made by Legislator Fanton, seconded by Legislator O’Grady, and carried 
to approve the Resource Management Committee minutes of October 21, 2015. 

County Historian 
 
 Legislator Graves stated County Historian Craig Braack was unable to attend the 
meeting because he was giving a presentation to the Red Hat Ladies in Wellsville. 
 
Soil & Water Conservation 
 
Monthly Report  

Executive Director Scott Torrey stated he was finishing projects.  He met with the 
Department of Environmental Conservation (DEC) in Hume to look at the flooding issues on 
Rush Creek.  He noted the meeting was positive, and it looks like they will allow them to work 
on the gravel bars to give the stream more capacity.  Legislator Fanton asked who was going to 
take the gravel out.  Mr. Torrey responded possibly the Department of Public Works and some 
of the local towns. Chairman Crandall asked if they were going to go all the way to the river.  Mr. 
Torrey stated right now they are going to work around the bridge where they are having flooding 
issues.  There was some discussion about Rush Creek and Rushford Lake.  Mr. Torrey clarified 
it is Rush Creek in Fillmore that comes down from Short Tract, not the Rush Creek that goes 
into Rushford Lake.   

Mr. Torrey said they are continuing the timber harvest on the C. Horner and Weir lots.  
He said they have begun the contracting process of getting the funds from Round 21 of the Ag 
Non-Point Source Grant Program.  He said several farms would like to begin construction in the 
spring.  Mr. Torrey said the Agricultural and Farmland Protection Board have started the 
process of reviewing and updating the Farmland Protection Plan.  Legislator Ungermann asked 
about the status of the permit for Cuba Lake.  Mr. Torrey stated he believes they were submitted 
a week or two ago.  Mr. Torrey included pictures in his monthly report showing a pack barn 
since Legislator Ungermann asked about it at a previous meeting. Mr. Torrey noted the pictures 
are from the Bainbridge Farm in West Almond, New York.    

Mr. Torrey reported the Ag District #1 review and update has been completed.  The 
Agricultural and Farmland Protection Board met on November 13, 2015, and approved the 
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update.  Mr. Torrey requested a resolution to hold a public hearing on December 14, 2015.  The 
request was approved on a motion by Legislator Ungermann, seconded by Legislator Fanton, 
and carried.  Prepare Resolution (Resolution to come off the Floor at the November 23 Board 
meeting.) 
 
Youth Bureau 
 
Monthly Report 
 Director Linda Edwards stated she didn’t have much to report.  She is busy, and is 
working on billing. She stated she is waiting on two agencies to submit their paperwork.  
Legislator Graves asked how much she is waiting for.  Ms. Edwards stated it is about $6,000 to 
$7,000. Legislator Ungermann asked what the Rural Youth Justice Team does. Ms. Edwards 
stated it is working with Probation, other youth serving agencies, and criminal justice agencies 
to reduce placements of juveniles.  She represents the Youth Bureau on this team, and they 
work on the front end of keeping individuals out of probation, jail, and placement.  She added it 
is a team approach to address issues before they get to more serious levels. Legislator 
Ungermann also asked about the Police Department and Sheriff’s Office Halloween crackdown 
patrol.  Ms. Edwards said it was a Driving While Intoxicated (DWI) patrol.  She receives grant 
money from the State to do crackdowns around specific holiday times.  They had a patrol the 
night before Halloween, which resulted in one arrest.  Legislator Graves commented it is an 
important patrol.  Legislator Healy asked if there were any accidents.  Ms. Edwards stated she 
was not aware of any during the Halloween patrol.  Ms. Edwards said the next patrol will be the 
Wednesday night before Thanksgiving.  
 
Cornell Cooperative Extension 
 
Monthly Report Executive Director Laura Hunsberger 
 Agriculture and Natural Resource Issue Leader Lynn Bliven reported upcoming program 
dates for their winter programs. She stated there will be a Southern Tier Crop Congress in 
January.  This program offers Department of Environmental Conservation (DEC) pesticide and 
Certified Crop Advisor credits.  Ms. Bliven stated the Penn York Ag Expo in February will be a 
joint program. This program will focus on soil health and cover crops. Ms. Bliven also mentioned 
the Second Annual Growing Produce for Auction Markets on February 3, 2015.  She noted 
thirty-two to thirty-four Allegany County Farms participated in the Centerville Auction this year.  
The program will focus on packaging, pricing a product, and food safety. Chairman Crandall 
asked about the Centerville project, and how many of the farms are Amish and non-Amish.   Ms. 
Bliven said the auction is run by the Amish, but the selling and purchasing is open to anyone.  
She says she works with seven English farms out of a total of thirty-eight farms on her list; the 
rest are Amish farms.  She mentioned a majority of the purchasing is done by non-Amish owned 
road-side stands. She also reported three retail markets purchase from them on a regular basis. 
Legislator Decker asked if local retail such as Giant and the market in Fillmore are buying from 
this market. Ms. Bliven believes some markets participate, and noted there is interest.  She 
added larger retailers want to ensure the farms are certified, and have a food safety plan in 
place.    
 Ms. Bliven talked about the Beef Producers meeting in February.  It will discuss health 
programs, changes in antibiotic use, and veterinarian relationships. There will be a rural 
landowner workshop in March focusing on forestry. It will emphasize agricultural businesses. 
Legislator Ungermann asked about the Agri-Forestry.  Ms. Bliven discussed the benefits of 
maple syrup, mushroom production, and woods-cultivated products. The woods-cultivated 
products have higher value.  Legislator Ungermann commented as much as they want to do this 
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and promote this, there are other people who are trying to squash it.  He said some towns are 
posting roads all year round, so anyone over eight tons can’t use them.  It causes a problem of 
getting the product to the market. Legislator Ungermann stated his understanding is 
Consolidated Local Street and Highway Improvement Program (CHIPS) money is to bring a 
road up to State specification.  He noted half an inch of oil and stone on a road is not up to State 
specifications.  He said it is a double edge sword.  They are trying to get people to be profitable 
and earn a living, and they have others who want to knock it down.  Ms. Bliven stated she 
understands that, and they are trying to educate consumers and residents about the value of 
agriculture. They are working on developing a brochure, updating the Farmland Protection Plan, 
and updating the Right-to-Farm Law.      
 Ms. Bliven stated they are working with Alfred for a grazing program in the summer for a 
three-day conference.  Ms. Bliven said she is also working with them on disease management 
plots, where local research will be done in our County by two faculty members.  Legislator 
Ungermann asked if Ms. Bliven received his message from the last meeting.  She replied she 
did. 
 Executive Director Laura Hunsberger stated she would distribute the Extension 
Connection to all of the Legislators.  She stated 4-H has fourteen new clubs starting in 
conjunction with the twenty-first century afterschool programs with ACCORD. Ms. Hunsberger 
said they also have twenty-seven new 4-H members in addition to the new clubs.  Ms. 
Hunsberger highlighted the Horse-less Horse Program in the Extension Connection.  Ms. 
Hunsberger stated they are dealing with their housing situation.   
 
Attorney/Client Session 

 The Committee entered attorney/client session at 1:23 p.m. on a motion by Legislator 
Graves, seconded by Chairman Crandall, and carried.  The Committee exited attorney/client 
session at 1:38 on a motion by Legislator O’Grady, seconded by Legislator Ungermann, and 
carried. 
 
Hazard Mitigation  
 County Planner Kier Dirlam represented the Hazard Mitigation Team, and gave an 
update on the request for proposal.  The Hazard Mitigation Plan was originally approved in 
2011.  Emergency Management and Fire Director Jeff Luckey applied for a grant, and received 
$90,000 to update the plan.  In September they received a quote from a company that they 
were hoping to piggyback on with Warren County.  After looking at the Proposal, they realized 
Warren County had asked for more things than what they were asking. So, the Hazard 
Mitigation team will have to put out their own request for proposal. As a result, there has been a 
delay. The Team wants to ensure they are doing it right, and not jeopardizing the funds.  He 
thinks they may have something to approve at the next meeting, so the Team can move the 
project forward.   
 
Adjournment 

 There being no further business to come before the Committee, the meeting was 
adjourned at 1:41 p.m. following a motion by Legislator Fanton, seconded by Legislator 
O’Grady, and carried 

Respectfully submitted, 
Rebecca Scott, Secretary to the Clerk of the Board 
Allegany County Board of Legislators 
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Committee Members Present: K. Graves, D. Fanton, N. Ungermann (Absent: A. McGraw, T. 
O’Grady, C. Crandall) 

Others Present: M. Alger, L. Bliven, C. Braack, H. Budinger, S. Burt, N. Carnes, D. Decker, K. 
Dirlam, L. Edwards, M. Evans, L. Gridley, S. Grusendorf, G. Hanchett,  D. Healy, R. 
Hollis, K. Hooker, J. Hopkins, L. Hunsberger, C. Jessup, H. Kottwitz, K. LaForge, T. 
Miner, D. Pullen, B. Riehle, D. Root, T. Ross, R. Scott, R. Sobeck-Lynch, S. Torrey 

Media Present:  No media present. 

Call to Order: The meeting was called to order at 1:03 p.m. by Resource Management 
Committee Chairman Karl Graves. 

Approval of Minutes 

A motion was made by Legislator Fanton, seconded by Legislator Ungermann, and 
carried to approve the Resource Management Committee minutes of November 18, 2015. 

County Historian 

 County Historian Craig Braack stated in the last few weeks he has been given access to 
16-millimeter movies of farming scenes around Andover in 1940.  He reported he is going to 
Rochester on Friday to see if they can transfer them onto a DVD.  Mr. Braack noted he doesn’t 
know how much it would cost, but he has a little money leftover.  He added he is very excited 
about the movies.  
 
Soil & Water Conservation 
 
Monthly Report  

Executive Director Scott Torrey distributed his monthly report. He stated they are 
finishing paperwork and end-of-year items.  They finished a fencing project, milk house waste 
system, and a bedded pack barn.  He reported he was contacted by the State Emergency 
Services a couple of weeks ago about an application they had submitted to repair the Genesee 
River in Belfast.  They originally applied for funds under Hurricane Sandy, but they were going 
to move it to a more recent disaster to have a better chance of getting it funded.  He is working 
with them to update the total cost and expenses.  Legislator Ungermann asked where the 
project is in Belfast.  Mr. Torrey reported it is just before the senior citizen’s home, about one 
hundred feet from State Route 19.  Mr. Torrey said they are finishing the stream bank 
stabilization project on Van Campen Creek in Friendship for the Cuba Snowmobile Club.  Mr. 
Torrey reported yesterday the Governor announced they are releasing a Southern Tier 
Agricultural Industry Enhancement Program.  This consists of $25 million for Southern Tier 
Farms in eleven counties to do agricultural projects.  Allegany County will receive $1.5 million, 
and the Soil and Water Office will distribute the money.   He said farms can apply January 19, 
2016. Legislator Ungermann asked what kinds of projects the money will go towards.  Mr. 
Torrey said it is wide open, but they have to meet certain requirements.  Legislator Fanton 
asked what the ratio is.  Mr. Torrey replied he believes if it is under $50,000 it is a ninety/ten 
percent split.  If it is over $50,000, it is a seventy-five/twenty-five percent split.  The maximum 



Resource Management Committee Minutes 
December 16, 2015 

Page 2 of 4 
 
amount is $100,000.  Finally, he said they have $3,326,220 in State Grant funds for different 
projects.  When adding in the cost share of these grants, the estimated total value of these 
grants is $4,432,938.   

 
Agricultural District One 

 Mr. Torrey reported the Agricultural District One was approved by the Farmland 
Protection Board, and went through a public hearing on Monday. Mr. Torrey requested a 
resolution to continue Agricultural District One with modifications as requested.  The request 
was approved on a motion by Legislator Fanton, seconded by Legislator Ungermann, and 
carried. Prepare Resolution 

 
Youth Bureau  

Monthly Report 

 Director Linda Edwards pre-filed her monthly report, and asked if anyone had any 
questions.  She said she received dates for the Youth Leadership Forum in Albany.  It will be 
February 8, to February 9, 2016. One youth board member is committed, and she is waiting to 
hear from the other three.  Once she knows who can attend, she will complete and submit the 
paperwork.  Ms. Edwards noted there is money in the budget for them to attend.  Legislator 
Ungermann asked about the Driving While Intoxicated and bicycle safety presentation to the 4-
H Club in Pike.  Ms. Edwards said they requested both presentations because two kids have 
their driver’s licenses. This presentation also generated a request for her to speak to the Pike 
Firemen and Junior Fireman. Legislator Ungermann also asked about the quarterly 
Environmental Strategies Committee meeting.  Ms. Edwards said it is a Partners for Prevention 
Allegany County (PPAC) committee, and they work on things such as keeping propane tanks 
locked up, strategies to look at Driving While Intoxicated, and alcohol and drug related issues on 
a County wide basis. It is public relations and programs to distribute educational information. 
 
Cornell Cooperative Extension 
 
Monthly Report 
 Agriculture and Natural Resource Issue Leader Lynn Bliven stated they are trying to 
finish projects.  She reported Tom Parmenter is working with some dairy acceleration projects, 
and trying to complete them before the end of the year.   She noted there has been an influx in 
soil testing because of the warmer weather.  Executive Director Laura Hunsberger stated she 
will distribute the Annual Reports from her association as well as from the Cornell Vegetable 
Program in the Legislators’ mailboxes.  She said they purchase services through the Cornell 
Vegetable Program which is about six to eight specialists in different areas.  She noted there 
were a number of photos from programs in Allegany County including the Good Agricultural 
Practices (GAP) Program and the High Tunnel Program.  Legislator Pullen asked if there is a 
downside to the mild weather.  He noted he saw some daffodils coming up.  Ms. Bliven said 
there are always some tradeoffs along with opportunities. Legislator Graves asked about the 
insect population.  Ms. Bliven said they are adaptable creatures.  She noted they can have 
some impact, but it is hard to know the short-term effects. 
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Attorney/Client Session 

 The Committee entered attorney/client session at 1:20 p.m. on a motion by Legislator 
Fanton, and seconded by Legislator Ungermann, and carried. The Committee exited 
attorney/client session at 1:41 p.m. on a motion by Legislator Fanton, seconded by Legislator 
Ungermann, and carried. 

Cornell Cooperative Extension Building 

 Legislator Graves made a motion to declare the building as surplus property, no longer 
needed for public use, and approve to sell it through public bid, seconded by Legislator Fanton, 
and carried.  Refer to Ways & Means 
 
Appointment to Soil and Water Conservation District Board 
 
 The County Farm Bureau requested that the Board consider appointing Marvin Covert 
as the County Farm Bureau appointee on the Soil and Water Conservation District Board for a 
three-year term commencing January 1, 2016, and expiring December 31, 2018.  The request 
was approved on a motion made by Legislator Fanton, seconded by Legislator Ungermann, and 
carried.  Prepare Resolution 
 
Appointment to the Fish and Wildlife Management Board 

 The Chairman of the Board plans to reappoint John Lewis of Wellsville, New York, as 
the Sportsmen’s Representative Member and Zoltan Szabo of Wellsville, New York, as the 
Sportsmen’s Alternative Representative Member of the Fish and Wildlife Management Board, 
for a two-year term commencing January 1, 2016, and expiring December 31, 2017.  There was 
discussion about having John Lewis as the Sportsmen’s Alternative Member and Zoltan Szabo 
as the Sportsmen’s Representative Member.  Legislator Ungermann made a motion to table the 
appointments, seconded by Legislator Fanton, and carried.    
 
Appointments to Region 9 Fish and Wildlife Management Board 
 
 The Chairman of the Board made the following appointments to the Region 9 Fish and 
Wildlife Management Board to serve a term of two years, commencing January 1, 2016, and 
expiring December 31, 2017. 
 
 Legislative Representative Member    Alternate Legislative Member  
 Dwight R. Fanton     Aaron M. McGraw 
 
 A motion was made by Legislator Graves, seconded by Legislator Fanton, and carried to 
sponsor a resolution, confirming the Chairman’s appointments. Prepare Resolution 
 
Good of the Order 
 
 Legislator Pullen stated that since the Allegany County Cornell Cooperative Extension is 
disassociated from the Cattaraugus County Cooperative Extension, a new Constitution has 
been drafted and prepared.  In this Constitution at least two representatives from the Board can 
be designated to the Allegany County Cornell Cooperative Extension Board.  He is willing to 
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continue on the Cornell Cooperative Extension Board, and the Chairman can appoint another 
Legislator. 
 
Adjournment 

 There being no further business to come before the Committee, the meeting was 
adjourned at 1:51 p.m. following a motion by Legislator Fanton, seconded by Legislator 
Ungermann, and carried. 

Respectfully submitted, 
Rebecca Scott, Secretary to the Clerk of the Board 
Allegany County Board of Legislators 
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